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 Do you remember what it was like to have that childlike 

wonder of the promise to come on Christmas Day?  No doubt 

this dates my childhood, but I recall seeing a giant Sears cata-

log come in the mail each year.  It was gigantic and weighed 

more than any book I had ever seen or picked up.  Most im-

portantly though, it had page after page of pictures of toys I 

could not imagine existed.  I would pour over those pages and make a list of 

only the things that were certainly worth the few selections to put on the list 

for Santa Claus that year. 

 It was fun to take time to dream about the “what if” and “wouldn't it be 

nice.”  It was exhilarating to think of all the regular events to come forth be-

fore Christmas.  There would be a trip to the enormous Union Terminal in 

Cincinnati, where model after model of train sets were set up and ran, with 

their particular racket of train on track and false horns blowing for reality.  As 

we continued on the day, there were cookies and hot chocolate to warm our 

freezing noses from the cold.  There would be a trip to Breakfast with Santa.  I 

would get a key to the local toy shop, that allowed me to go in a take a free 

gift in celebration of my birthday.  We would walk through the botanical gar-

dens with sparkling, bright lights everywhere.  That walk culminated with a 

hill, bereft of light.  On that hill there would be a live nativity, with animals and 

actors for a child with anticipation in their heart and mind to see exactly what 

it would have been like to have witnessed the birth of Jesus, just like the 

shepherds who heard from the angels on that evening so long ago.  The sight, 

the smell, the sounds, all felt like an opportunity to take some small part in 

this very important story. 

 Advent has finally arrived, with all the promises that God has in store for 

us through it and Christmas Day!  My prayer is that you and your family expe-

rience wonder unleashed before you, not just for a season that stands apart 

from any other, but from once again receiving this gift that the world will nev-

er sour or stop.  And as we prepare room in our hearts for our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, may the love given us by God overflow to all as an extension of this 

miracle, that will never end.  For Jesus has promised that only he is the Alpha 

and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  All that 

power gifted to us, as a child born into this world once more.  Amen! 
 

           Blessings, 
           Joshua 

The Beginning of  Wonder 



 December 2022 Prayer List 

“Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay alert by hanging in 

there and praying for all believers.”  -Ephesians 6:18 

Prayers for Strength and Healing: 

Brian and Annette Anderson 

Grant Anderson 

Heather & Jimmy Ballenger 

Jane Bramlett 

Don Canady 

Anna Diemond 

Brett Farmer 

Jan Hoppe 

Holona Lance 

 

 

Charlotte Maxwell 

Lem Minish 

Joyce Phillips  

Gayle Pritchett 

Pat Purcell 

Angie Scarborough 

Calvin Smith 

Anne Marie Thomas 

James Thomas 

Julia Thomas 

Janet Varner 

Prayer Requests For Our Community & Beyond: 

For the many who are struggling with the effects of the 

COVID pandemic in our church family and community. 

Our church, its ministries, and leadership. 

Our country, our community, and our church leaders. 

For those affected by injustice and violence in all the 

ways they present themselves. 

All medical and emergency personnel. 

The Kairos Prison Ministry. 

The World with all its needs, near and far from us. 

 

 

Our Men and Women in the Military: 

Ryan Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Karl Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Tyler Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Bobby Marshburn, Ensign in the Navy  

Mason McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,    

US Army 

Major Scott Powell, son of Thomas Powell, US Army 

Those in Assisted Living: 

Margie Brown 

Brookside Senior Living  

199 W. West Gary Rd., Commerce, GA  30529 

   

Gayle Pritchett  

Brighter Mornings at the Shoals 

7456 Hwy 82 Spur, Maysville, GA 30558  

 

Those at home: 

Lucy Gailey 

228 Honeysuckle Dr., Commerce, GA  30529 

Dr. Don McFadden 

119 University Dr., Commerce, GA  30529 

Pat and Jimmy Purcell 

108 Windy Hills Rd. Commerce, GA 30529 

 



    

Trustee  

of the Month 
Sally May 

Altar Guild 
Carolyn Stephenson 

Gina Hagan 

Counters 
12/4  Dave Moon and  

  Lee Hagan 

12/11 Al Fleming and  

  Tom Murphy 

12/18 Jack Legg and      

  Bill Davis 

12/25 Jimmy Bolton and 

           Elton Collins 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Tatum Jones  12/1 

Ann Griffeth  12/2 

Mike Manus  12/7 

Zachary Mitcham 12/7 

Mary Walters 12/7 

Betty Corn  12/9 

Trish Edwards 12/9 

Evvie Phillips 12/13 

Becky Huss  12/15 

Joshua Carr  12/17 

Att Stephenson 12/19 

Gayle Pritchett 12/20 

June Murphy  12/24 

Mikayla Wigley 12/24 

James Drinkard 12/27 

Sam Suarez  12/29 

Kelly and John Cassidy  12/14 

Amy and BJ Harbin   12/18 

Annette and Brian Anderson  12/21 

Pat and Jimmy Purcell  12/21 

 

Please Note 

The church office will be closed 12/26/22 

thru 1/3/23 for the holidays. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

December Events 



  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What’s  Happening at CFUMC 

Fall Festival at Bowers Farm, November 13, 2022 

Thank you Bette Rose and Mike! 



What’s  Happening at CFUMC 

Thanksgiving Meal Box 

Thank you for all the donations and your time getting these meal boxes ready! 

CFUMC gave 75 families a meal on Thanksgiving! 



What’s  Happening at CFUMC 

Advent Adventure 

Sunday, November 27th, 2022 



 

 
 

Trustees Flash December, 2022 

   

As we enter the season of Advent, the Trustees anticipate another exceptional year in our part of 

the life of the church. 

Joe Fenn and Ray Morris will rotate off the Trustees at the end of December.  Both of them have 

served willingly and have given generously of their time and talents for the last three years.  

They will be missed.  We will welcome Preston Hempton and Mike Manus as members in Janu-

ary. 

With the increased activity throughout our campus, exterior doors have been left open and/or 

unlocked. This has been especially true with the doors to the Youth Room.  So, please check be-

hind yourself if you unlock a door.  Also, if you find a door unlocked, let us know. 

The FLC is stretching!  We have repaired a crack between the tiles in the ceiling and the exterior 

wall on the parking lot side.  The repair involved reattaching the framework and adjusting some 

of the panels. 

The cameras that we installed around the Office Building are proving to be very helpful.  Be-

cause the Blink system seems appropriate for our needs, we plan to install several around the 

Education Building. 

You may have noticed that we have placed floor plans at exits of all buildings.  These reflect lo-

cations of fire extinguishers, AEDs, first aid kits, water shut offs, and breaker boxes throughout 

the campus. We owe much gratitude to one of our youth, Sam Suarez, for the final product.  He 

utilized his technology expertise to make changes to our earlier drawings and add the icons. He 

exhibited much patience as we made many changes. Thank you, Sam!! 

As you know, our HVAC units are aging.  We recently replaced a 22-year-old one on the Educa-

tion Building and now the two wall units in the Chapel must be replaced.  

Our architects, Barbara Black and Josh Koons, will present big picture concepts to get our feed-

back at the Trustee meeting on December 8th.  They will give us several ideas/options to address 

the many issues that were identified in our earlier discussion groups. We will provide a sum-

mary of their ideas. 

A generous church member has made a donation so that we can upgrade the hearing assisted 

devices.  These will be functioning soon. 

 

You can see the trustees are busy, let us hear from you.                                            ~Linda Exley 

Trustees Flash 



Finance 

Bill Davis, Chairperson 

Janet Adams 

Jimmy Bolton 

Elton Collins 

Charles Exley 

Lee Hagan 

Shonda Jones-Leggett 

Tom Murphy 

David Stephenson 

 

Staff-Parish Relations 

Charles Blair, Chairperson 

Pam Barnett 

Bette Rose Bowers 

K. Ellen Hagan 

Kristen Hill 

Matt Lund 

Charlotte Massey 

Jason Phillips 

Stewart Smith 

Trustees 

Linda Exley, Chairperson 

Brian Anderson 

Joe Fenn 

Robert Lyle 

Sally May 

Ray Morris 

Joanna Suarez 

George Turk 

Jim Williams 

 

Administrative Council 

Dave Moon, Chairperson 

Charles Blair 

Bill Davis 

Jean Davis, Lay Delegate 

Linda Exley 

Al Fleming, Lay Leader 

June Murphy, Recording Secretary 

Lisa Nesbit, Treasurer 

 

Lay Leadership—Here to Serve!   


