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August 6th
Back to School Bash



August 7th
@5:30p– Preschool Open
House



August 12th @ 7:00a
iServe Food Truck



August 13th
Promotion Sunday



August 15th
@ 12:00p—Hannah Circle
@ 7:00p– Circle 5



August 21st
@ 7:00p—Circle 3



August 22nd—
@6:00p– Altar Guild



August 26th—
Great Day of Service



August 27th @ 8:00a—
Men’s Breakfast @ CPC



August 28th @6:00p—
Stephen Ministry
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AUGUST 2017

In Acts 1:8 we are reminded how we are to be
the church through these words of Jesus, “You
[are to be] my witnesses in [our community]
Jerusalem, [our state and country] Samaria, [the
world around you] and to the ends of the earth
[Africa, Guatemala, Honduras and beyond]. Thank you Commerce First for being that witness and continuing to look for new
and fresh ways to share the Good News of Christ with others. I am
excited to be in ministry with you.
In August, we will focus on ministries to children and
families. As a church, we will be intentional to encourage our
children and families to embrace their faith. As leaders in our
community, we will come alongside families through
ministries such as our Preschool, our Back to School Bash, and
iServe ministry. And, as a sending church, we will be affecting
change and witnessing for Christ to children and adults around
the world. These are a few of the ways we write the story of how
Jesus Christ is being shared through Commerce First.
Also in August/September, our small groups and Bible study
groups will get under way. More information on topics, times,
and places will be coming in the bulletin and by email. I hope
that you will make time to join a group and discover new
ideas, challenge your mind and your soul, and enjoy Christian
fellowship in community. Let’s share the enthusiasm of our
children as they return to school by continuing our Christian
education!
Blessings,
Pastor Kathy

Our communion offering in August will go toward Murphy-Harpst an agency of the
United Methodist Church. Their mission is to heal Georgia’s most vulnerable
children. This independent not-for-profit organization committed to meeting the
needs of abused and neglected young people through residential treatment,
placements in specialized foster care, and community programs that serve at-risk
youth and their families.

Our Church be will producing a new pictorial directory. The photography dates will be
September 13 thru September 16. Each family photographed will receive a free
directory and a free 8 by 10 portrait. For those interested in purchasing family portraits
you may do so at the time of photography. All portrait orders will be back before
Christmas. Sign up for pictures will begin on Sunday August 6 and continue thru Sunday
August 27. Look for the sign up table provided at the church. We need everyone to be in
our new pictorial directory. Thank you for your participation!

Financial Update:
Amount Needed through July:

$258,158

Received through 7/17/17

$245,512

Expenditures through 7/17/17

$224,927

Hannah Circle will meet August 15 at 12:00 pm.
Circle 5 will meet on August 15 at 7:00 pm.
Circle 3 will meet on August 21st at 7:00 pm.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest appreciation and thanks for
the kindness you have shown to me during this transition time. Your cards, notes, letters
and gifts have been so kind and generous. Yet, let me assure you that it is your prayers
that are most highly valued and needed. Thank you so much for all that you do. You make
this great place possible! –Pastor Kathy

Second Sunday Report
The Results:
July 9 3 Bags of Mac & Cheese and $2,155.00 in monetary donations

Our Next Challenge:
August 13 –
Canned Vegetables
Also, there is always a need for Breakfast Food and Instant Potatoes.
Please remember, if for some reason you cannot attend church on the second Sunday,
you can always drop items off at the church office.
Cash contributions are also accepted and appreciated.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” Matthew 25:35

Multiplication – The Results of Action
Ever heard of Christian Butterfly Effect -- the long term incredible effects from a
seemingly insignificant act or gift of Christian love? Action is a key element within
this spiritual concept. The devotional I read in a past issue of “The Upper Room”
gives another example that you are very familiar with that is perhaps more tangible.
Mark 6:30-44 (also Matt. 14:13-21, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:1-14) recounts the story of Jesus feeding the five
thousand men (and, perhaps, with women and children a whole lot more) from five loaves and two fish
that his disciples could find and had “twelve baskets full of fragments” left over after all were fed.
The disciples wanted to send the people away to find their own food that late afternoon. But Jesus, in
essence, said let’s see what we have to work with first. And, from themselves and the crowd was
gathered the five loaves and two fishes. Jesus took the loaves, looked up to heaven, blessed the loaves,
broke the loaves and gave them to his disciples to give to the multitude and the two fish were divided
among them all!
Jesus and his disciples took action based on compassion and love for the many and with meager
resources thousands were fed – multiplication of resources. I believe Jesus could have fed as many as He
wanted without anything to start with, but that was not the teaching.
As the Upper Room devotional says we as Jesus’ disciples today are called to take what we have and use
it to meet the needs of the many. When we give what we have received from God – time, talents,
financial resources – these gifts are multiplied to meet the needs of others locally, nationally, and around
the world! Whether what we have to give is a little or a lot, God can use whatever is in our hands to do
the miraculous.
Each year we make a commitment to give a portion of what we have received from God to help others
through our church. Through your generosity so far this year many lives have been blessed. Your
continued generosity will provide God with the “five loaves and two fish” to use the remainder of this
year to feed more of the multitude.
Your Servant,
Tom Murphy

If you are like me, you have been blessed by watching young children open gifts and
seeing the joy on their faces as they rip open their packages to see what is inside. My
experience is that their joy has a rebound effect because it brings joy to all those
watching and celebrating with them.
It is in giving that we receive. This year, I’d like you to think of your contribution to
Great Day of Service as a time to feel that joy of giving. In August, you will have the
opportunity to serve through such activities as assisting at iServe Ministries food
distribution on August 12, 2017 or participating on August 26, 2017 in other community services such as yard work, cleaning homes, packing lunches, writing letters or even crocheting.
Please mark your calendar.
Craig Gieler
Great Day of Service Coordinator

We have had a very busy summer, the August schedule is lighter so our kids can adjust
to their Back to School routines…
Bible Art Sunday school ends on August 6
Back to School Bash and Splash Blast

Aug 6 3:00 pm - Family Life Center

We’ll be slipping and sliding on the lawn in fun water games before we get together to fill backpacks with school supplies! Details to follow. Don’t forget to sign up for the hamburger/hotdog cookout!
iServe Ministries Food Truck

Saturday, August 12 at 7:00 am 631 S. Elm Street, Commerce

Go Wesley Christiansen (Son our church secretary, Libby)! Wes wanted to help kids in our community who don’t always have food in their homes so he set out to raise money to sponsor an iServe truck!!
Meet us in the Lanier Tech parking lot to celebrate with Wesley as we unload and give out the food from
his truck! It is easy to participate in this monthly feed the community day of service. Kids and parents can
unload groceries, load shopping carts, deliver carts to recipient’s cars…there lots of options for kids of all
ages. It will be HOT so dress appropriately!
Children in Worship and Promotion Sunday

Sunday, August 13 at 11:00 am worship - Sanctuary

Join us for welcome parties during the Sunday school hour as kids go to their new classes. Then
we’ll be serving with Pastor Kathy in worship – reading scripture, taking up the offering, and prayers!
Great Day of Service

Saturday, August 26 – Details to follow

Children will be partnering with members of the choir as we sing, decorate cookies, and play
games with our friends in assisted living facilities.
Pool Party!

Sunday, August 27 at 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

One last day of swimming before the September schedule begins…We will meet at Miss K. Ellen’s
for fun in the pool and ice cream!

Upcoming Dates:
Wonderful Wednesday begins on September 6 at 5:15 pm
Acolyte Training: September 20 during Wonderful Wednesday time

Preschool News
Preschool is excited about the new school year. We are very blessed with a
full house and a waiting list! Open House is Monday, August 7th from 5:30 6:30 and First Day of School is August 8th . Thank you for your prayers and
support of our Church preschool.

Youth News
Wow, don’t know about you, but this summer flew by! As we
begin a new school year, you are challenged to take time
and PAUSE. Jesus wants to have a relationship with YOU!!
Get Real Ministries is collecting gently loved toys and
games to be distributed in Appalachia region in Kentucky for Christmas.
you have any items to donate, please bring them to church by Aug. 27.

If

Sun. Aug. 6 Back to School Bash. It’s a great time to serve by bringing
school supplies and helping to organize them to give to students that will
need help in our area schools.
Great Day of Service is scheduled for Sat. Aug. 26 It is a day for us to
serve as Jesus’ hands and feet.
Here are the events scheduled for August, please mark your calendar and join
us!!

August Calendar
Sun. Aug. 6 Sunday School and Worship
Back to School Bash
Sat. Aug. 12 iServe 7:00 a.m. at Lanier Tech. Let’s support Wesley
Christiansen who is sponsoring this truck. Wesley is a 6th
grader at West Jackson Middle School. Following the
distribution, we will go to Chick Fil A for breakfast.
Sun. Aug. 13 Sunday School and Worship
Youth Tubing in Helen following Worship; details to follow
Sun. Aug. 20 Sunday School and Worship
Youth 3:30-5:30 Pool Party and supper at K.Ellen’s
Sat.Aug 26
Great Day of Service
Sun. Aug. 27 Sunday School and Worship
Youth 3:30-5:30 Scavenger Hunt around Town
Looking Ahead:
Wed. Sept. 6 Bible Study will begin!!
As always, please contact me if you need anything!
Walk in the Son,
K.Ellen



August 6Mark 10:13-16





Sam Suarez

Aug 7
Aug 14
Aug 21
Aug 28







Trey Wood

August 13Psalm 127

Gina Hagan
Gina Hagan
Tara Wood
Gina Hagan





Week 1- Dave Moon, Lee Hagan
Week 2- Tom Murphy, Al Fleming
Week 3- Bill Davis, Jack Legg
Week 4- Att Stephenson, Jimmy Bolton

Reece Morris

August 20Deuteronomy



11:19-21

K Ellen Hagan, Judy Paugh,
Rese Tiller, Debbie Manus

August 27Proverbs 17:6


08/01
08/02
08/03
08/05
08/07
08/08
08/09
08/11
08/12
08/13
08/14
08/15
08/16
08/17
08/19
08/20
08/23
08/29

Kim Savage
Bo Holland, Larry Meadows,
Libby Christiansen
Donna Wilson
Elton Collins
Allison Roe
Arlene Bolton
Charlotte Massey
Roger Waters
Billie Bowen, Martha Evans,
David Nichols
Nancy Gaines, Tom Murphy
Todd Mize
Steve Savage
Kelly Parham, McKenzie Smith,
John Dethlefs
Edith Nix
Abigail Suarez, Kelly Cassidy,
Barbara Hendricks
Linda Brake, Sara Hill, Karen Hill
Bill Davis
Linda Lamb


08/05
08/06
08/07
08/10
08/11
08/20
08/27
08/31

Mr. and Mrs. David Moon
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Beauchamp
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Barnett
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Beauchamp
Dr. and Mrs. Kinsey Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McMullan
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Griffith
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Hooper
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Meadows

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

7
6
8:30 am Worship 5:30 pm Preschool Open
10:00 am Sunday School
House
11:00 am Worship 7:00 pm GDOS Meeting
5:00 pm Back to School
Bash

13
SECOND SUNDAY
PROMOTION SUNDAY

Thursday

1

2

10:00 am Prayer and
Care Group

7:00 pm Adult Choir

8
Preschool Starts
10:00 am Prayer and
Care Group

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

9
7:00 pm Adult Choir

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

14

15

16

7:00 pm GDOS Meeting

10:00 am Prayer and
Care Group
12:00 pm Hannah Circle
7:00 pm Circle 5

7:00 pm Adult Choir

8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
5:30 pm Youth Tubing

20

Wednesday

21

22

23

8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
3:30 pm Youth Pool Party

7:00 pm GDOS Meeting
7:00 pm Circle 3

10:00 am Prayer and
Care Group
6:00 pm Altar Guild

7:00 pm Adult Choir

27

28

29

30

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast:
CPC
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
3:30 pm Youth

6:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

10:00 am Prayer and
Care Group

7:00 pm Adult Choir

7:00 am- i-Serve

Great Day of
Service

31




Rev. Dr. David G. Bowen, Senior Pastor

16 Cherry St. (Church Office)
54 Cherry St. (Church/Preschool)
Commerce, GA 30529

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
706-335-4018 (Office)
706 335-2031 (Fax)
www.commercefumc.org
Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net
Like us on at facebook.com/commercefumc

