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Refocusing Christmas

I recently re-read a little book called Christmas is Not Your Birthday by Mike Slaughter.
It’s a surprising and refreshing little book about refocusing the meaning of Christmas in
our lives. “Every year, we say we're going to cut back, simplify, and have a family
Christmas that focuses on the real reason for the season—Jesus. But every year,
advertisements beckon, the children plead, and it seems easier just to indulge our wants
and whims. Overspending, overeating, materialism, and busyness rob us of our peace and
joy and rob Jesus of his rightful role as the center of our celebration.” I’d like to
challenge all of us to re-focus on Christ. This Christmas, let’s move from the mall (or the
web) to the manger. Let’s embrace the infinite love of God by sharing that love with
others. How can we do this? First of all pray for God’s direction. Next, pay attention to
those around you. Then, as a family decide how and where God is calling you to make a
difference. Here are a few ideas:







Sponsor a child either in Jackson County or in Africa, Guatemala, or Honduras.
Give one hour a month as a volunteer to Gina or Leigh for Children and Youth
ministry.
Make a donation to a local or international charity.
Donate socks, gloves, scarves, and blankets to local shelters.
Become a tutor or a “big brother or big sister” for a child in our community.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of others here and beyond. Also, thank you
for the many ways you bless my life. May God bless you and your family this Christmas
season.
Blessings, Pastor Kathy

Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 6:30 pm
CFUMC presents the 2017 Christmas Cantata,

“What Child is This?”

Reception immediately following the program in the Fellowship Hall

The Cantata Reception is Sunday, December 17 in the Family Life Center immediately
following the performance. Help us share visions of sugarplums with our community by
sharing your favorite finger foods - sweet, savory, dessert, sandwich - your choice as long
as we don't need utensils! Please bring your goodies on a disposable tray.
You can leave your contribution in the Family Life Center kitchen.
Thanks for your hospitality!

The Stephen Ministry Group will be meeting at the church on
Sunday, December 3rd at 4:00 pm to go Christmas Caroling.
All are welcome to join!
FROM YOUR STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
As we move through the Season of Advent and toward Christmas we are so aware of all
the blessings that are ours from the heart and hand of God. His Spirit has assembled a
team of ministers so that excellent leadership in ministry is offered and our grounds
and buildings are lovingly maintained. These ministers are the Staff of Commerce
First United Methodist Church. Please remember our Staff between now and Sunday,
December 17 with a love offering. Please designate on your check or envelope as
“staff love offering.”
In advance, thank you for your generosity to these ministers and servants of God!
-The 2017 Staff-Parish Relations Committee
You Answered the Call…Well Done!
Matthew 25:23 says, “His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's
happiness!”
In October during our Christian Stewardship emphasis month we were asked to consider the
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” On October 29 th we made
our financial commitments for the coming year based on our prayerful consideration of that question.
I am here to report that you answered the call in a mighty way! Well done!
Christian Stewardship, of course, is not a one-month-a-year calling. Being a Christian Steward is a year ‘round, every
month, every day calling to use the time, talents, and financial resources God has given us to further God’s kingdom. It
is an integral part of our church’s mission and allows us to be a place to Know, Grow, and Show God’s love.
During the coming Advent season and throughout the coming year I encourage you to continue to be a Know, Grow,
Show person. Reach out to others who, through the giving of your time, your talents, and tithes can feel the grace of
God in their lives.
Your servant,
Tom Murphy

The Church Office will be closed on
December 25, 27-29th, and January 1st.
Have a blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year!

Advent and Christmas 2017
The crisp and cool weather is a most welcome prelude to the Advent and Christmas Seasons that are rapidly
approaching. Below is a schedule of opportunities for worship and fellowship in our church and with other
congregations in our community.

Sunday, November 26th

@9:30 am– Advent Adventures
@11:00 am– Hanging of the Greens

Sunday, December 3rd

@11:00 am -Children’s Musical in our Fellowship Hall
@7:00pm-Cantata at Commerce Baptist Church

Sunday, December 10th

@7:00pm-Cantata at Commerce Presbyterian Church

Thursday, December 14th

@7:00 pm-The Longest Night, a Service of Hope and Healing

Sunday, December 17th

@6:30 pm-Cantata at Commerce First United Methodist Church

Sunday, December 24th

@10:00 am–Worship Service at CFUMC
@6:30 pm- Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at CFUMC
The Longest Night, a Service of Hope and Healing
For many, Christmas season is often a time of joy and excitement. It’s a time for
family to gather and for churches to celebrate the hope that is found in the coming of
the Christ child. For others, this time of joy and expectation stands in stark contrast
to their grief and sadness due to loss. December 14th we will have an intimate
“Longest Night” Service of Hope and Healing in the Chapel. In this service we
acknowledge and remember the many losses in our lives. Loss may include the
death of a loved one, divorce or separation, separation due to military service, loss of a job, living
with a serious illness or other losses that make the Christmas season difficult. It is my hope that this
service of remembering will help us move toward a place of healing and gratitude. Join us,
Thursday, December 14th at 7pm as we gather for this special service to acknowledge our loss and
remember well those we love.
If you would like to order poinsettias for this holiday season, please fill out the form
in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate or contact the church office at
cmcoffice@windstream.net or 706-335-4018.
The cost is $10 and the deadline to order is December 10th.
The Poinsettias will be ready for pick upon Sunday, December 24.












1 Corinthians 1:3-8

December 10thIsaiah 40:1-11

December 17th-

Week 1Week 2Week 3Week 4Week 5-

Reed Cassidy

December 3rd -


Children’s Program
Gina Hagan
Gina Hagan
Gina Hagan
TBD





Sadie Beauchamp, Brenda Meadows,
Judy Harbin




Isaiah 6:1-4, 8-11

December 24th-

Week 1Week 2Week 3Week 4Week 5-



10:00 am service:
Luke 1:46b-55
6:30 pm service:
Luke 2:1-20

Reece Morris

Dave Moon, Lee Hagan
Tom Murphy, Al Fleming
Jack Legg, Bill Davis
Jimmy Bolton, Att Stephenson
Tom Murphy, Al Fleming







December 31stLuke 2:22-40

Janet Adams





12-02— Tatum Jones
12-02—Ann Griffeth
12-03—Don Canady
12-07—Mike Manus, Zachary Mitchum
12-09—Betty Corn
12-13– Evie Phillips
12-15—Becky Huss
12-19—David Stephenson
12-20—Gayle Pritchett
12-24—June Murphy
12-25—Judy Paugh
12-27— James Drinkard
12-29—Sam Suarez

12-07—Mr. and Mrs. Neal Smith
12-14—Mr. and Mrs. John Cassidy
12-18—Mr. and Mrs. B.J. Harbin
12-21—Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Purcell
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Anderson

Financial Update for December 2017
Amount Needed through December:

$405,680

Received through 11/12/17

$382,730

Expenditures through 11/12/17

$364,970

All 2017 contributions must be submitted by Sunday, December 24, so that the counters can
process the deposit. Offering for December 31 will be deposited in January 2018. Thank you
for your faithfulness to general budget and our designated giving in 2017!

December 2017 Children’s Ministry
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17
December 2

Children’s Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal
9:00am – 11: 00am Family Life Center

December 3

Children’s Christmas Program
11:00am, Family Life Center
Don’t miss this extra special worship service as we learn the true meaning of Christmas…
blessings abound!
December 6

Wonderful Wednesday Christmas Party
5:15pm-6:15pm, Family Life Center
We wrap up this session of Wonderful Wednesday with a pizza party filled with music and
crafts!
December 17

Sunday School Christmas Celebration
10:00am, Children’s Ministry Rooms
Parents are invited to help us celebrate the Christmas season. We will read
the Christmas story and assemble our Children’s Nativity set.
December 22

Parent’s Night Out
6:00pm – 9:30pm, Family Life Center
Have some last-minute shopping to do, just need a pre-holiday break? Kids are
invited to board the Polar Express for a fun night of movie, crafts, hot chocolate
and more…Reservations must be made by Wednesday, December 20th – call
the church office or send a message to Gina reserve a space.
December 24

Christmas Eve Service
6:30pm Sanctuary
Join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth in this always beautiful, family filled worship service.
December 31

CFUMC New Year’s Eve Countdown Party
Noon till 3:00pm, Family Life Center
We’ll welcome 2018 with lunch, games, dance party, balloon drop and more!!
Upcoming Events:
WW Begins
2018 Parent Planning Meeting

January 17
January 24

It is my honor to work with your children and call them mine! Call, text or email if you have
questions, ideas or concerns!! We want this to be the best children’s ministry it can possibly
be! (706) 654-6489 gmhagan@windstream.net
In His love,
Gina

Music “Notes” from Kim Savage
Don't miss the Children's Christmas Program, "Christmas in Black and White" on
Sunday, Dec. 3rd at 11:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Dress Rehearsal will be on
Saturday, Dec. 2nd from 9am-11am.
Our Christmas Cantata will be on Sunday, Dec. 17th at 7:00pm. The Athens flute choir
will perform the prelude at 6:30pm. Dress rehearsal for this program will be on
Saturday, Dec. 16th from 8:30- 11:30am.
Kim will need helpers to decorate the Sanctuary again this year. Please let her know if
you are willing to help. The day and time will be determined soon.

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:11
December 3, 10, 17, 31 Sunday School 10:00-11:00 AM
December 6th Wednesday Youth Group Game Night 5:15pm-6:15pm
December 9th iServe Food Truck 7:30am Lanier Tech parking lot.
Don’t miss an opportunity to serve in this Feed the Community Outreach. There are
lots of jobs for youth. Bring a pair of gloves and a jacket- it will be chilly!
December 22nd- Parents Night Out 6:00 - 9:30
Youth will attend in the Family Life Center for a Polar Express themed evening. This is a great opportunity to
mentor and fellowship with our Children’s Ministry!
December 17th Christmas Cantata 6:30pm
December 24th No Sunday School due to Christmas Eve Service 10AM & 6:30PM
December 31 Sunday School 10:00-11:00AM CFUMC New Years Eve Celebration 2018 12:00-3:00PM
Join us in celebrating a Renewing Commitment to Christ for the upcoming year of 2018. There will be a lot
of activities and fun surprises you won’t want to miss!
Wednesday Bible Study Reconvenes
Glisson District Youth Event

January 17
January 27

Call, text, or email if you have any questions, ideas or concerns!!
(678) 770-8386 cllinn@me.com
Be a blessing!
Leigh Linn

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9:00 am Kids’ dress
rehearsal

3
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Children’s program
4:00 pm Caroling Trip
5:30 pm Youth
7:00 pm Cantata@FBC

4

5
10:00 am Prayer and Care
6:00 pm Finance
6:30 pm Church Council

6
5:30 pm Wonderful Wed
5:30 pm Youth
7:00 pm Cantata Practice

7

8

9
iServe Food Truck

10
SECOND SUNDAY
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
7:00 pm Cantata@CPC

11

12
10:00 am Prayer and Care

13

14
7:00 pm Longest
Night Service

15

16
8:30 am
Cantata dress
rehearsal

17
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
6:30 pm Cantata@CFUMC

18
7:00 pm Circle 3

19
10:00 am Prayer and Care
2:00 pm Hannah Circle
7:00 pm Circle 5

20

21

22
6:30 pm Parent’s
Night Out

23

24

25
Church Office Closed

26

27
Church Office Closed

28
Church Office
Closed

29

30

10:00 am Worship
6:30 pm Christmas Eve Service

31
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
4:45 pm Youth

1
Church Office Closed

Save the Date!
On Sunday, January 21st at 2:00 pm, we will be having our
annual calendar meeting in the family life center. If you lead a
ministry or use church facilities, please plan to be there with all
of your 2018 dates so that we can get rooms reserved and
dates worked out to avoid potential conflicts.
This includes any fundraising plans.

Church Office
Closed




Rev. Kathy Lamon, Senior Pastor
16 Cherry St.
Commerce, GA 30529
706-335-4018 (Office)
706 335-2031 (Fax)
Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net

Visit us online at: WWW.COMMERCEFUMC.ORG
Like us on FACEBOOK!

Second Sunday Report
The Results:
November 12th5bags of food and collected $350 in donations!

Our Next Challenge:
December 10th–
Canned Vegetables and Bread Mixes
Also, there is always a need for Breakfast Food and Instant Potatoes.
Please remember, if for some reason you cannot attend church on the second
Sunday, you can always drop items off at the church office.
Cash contributions are also accepted and
appreciated.

