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Because of Bethlehem… 

 

Advent is the beginning of our Christian year.  It is a time of anticipation and preparation for 

the arrival of the Christ child.  For centuries Christians around the world have used the 

season of Advent to prepare themselves spiritually for Christmas, the arrival of the Christ 

child.  Yet in the business of today’s society we tend to rush past the time of preparation and 

go directly to Christmas day. 

In a small town, during a time of confusion and frustration, when people from near and far 

were dealing with the inconvenience of a required census, a weary couple entered town 

looking for a place to rest.  In the respite of a stable, all heaven caught its breath as God 

came into the world as a tiny and vulnerable baby. Emmanuel…God with us.   

I want to invite you and your families to slow down and join me on a journey this year as we, 

once again, prepare our hearts to visit the manger.  Let’s take our time and be intentional to 

prepare Him room as we learn to practice every day acts of worship, seek to navigate our 

lives with wisdom, and recognize the gift of grace in God’s love story to us. 

God chose Bethlehem…God chose Mary…God chose the shepherds and the magi…God 

chose you. 

Merry Christmas! And thank you for being a gift in my life. 

Pastor Kathy 

You are Invited to a Christmas Open House! 

Hosted by Pastor Kathy Lamon 

Sunday, December 22 

2:00 pm-4:00 pm 

104 Manor Place 

Commerce, GA 30530 



The Cantata Reception is Sunday, December 15 in the Family Life 
Center immediately following the performance. Help us share visions of 
sugarplums with our community by sharing your favorite finger foods - 
sweet, savory, dessert, sandwich - your choice as long as we don't need 

utensils!  Please bring your goodies on a disposable tray.   
You can leave your contribution in the Family Life Center kitchen.   

If you would like to order poinsettias for this holiday season, please fill out the  

form below and place it in the offering plate or contact the church office  

at cmcoffice@windstream.net or 706-335-4018.  

The cost is $10 and the deadline to order is December 8th.   

The Poinsettias will be ready for pick up on Tuesday, December 24,               

after Christmas Eve Service 

 

Name:___________________________________________________ 

# of Poinsettias desired: __________x $10.00 each =  ___________ 

Payment Enclosed?   Yes    No     Pick up or donate Poinsettia? _____________________ 

In Memory of:  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Given By:   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Supper 

When: Wednesday nights (during the school year) 6:15pm-7:00pm 

Where: Family Life Center 

Cost: Suggested donation for meals is $5 per person or $15 per family.  

Everyone is welcome, but reservations are required.  PLEASE register by noon the Tuesday before 

Wednesday Night Supper. If you forget one week, no worries, we will prepare for a few extra meals. An 

Email reservation request will be sent to our church email list, a link is available on our church website or 

you can all reserve your spot by calling the church office: 706-335-4018.  

For December:   

December 4—Chili and baked potatoes  

December 11— Pizza and Salad, sponsored by the Children’s Ministry  

No Family Night Supper, Youth, or Wonderful Wednesday until January 15th.   

mailto:cmcoffice@windstream.net


 
 
 

Advent and Christmas 2019 

The crisp and cool weather is a most welcome prelude to the Advent and Christmas Seasons that are rapidly                            

approaching. Below is a schedule of opportunities for worship and fellowship in our church and with other                             

congregations in our community.  

 

Sunday, December 1st 
@9:30 am-Advent Adventure, Commerce FUMC Family Life Center  

@7:00pm-Cantata at Commerce Presbyterian Church   

 
Sunday, December 8th  

@6:30 pm-Cantata at Commerce Baptist Church   
 

Wednesday, December 11th  
@5:30 pm-Children’s Program in CFUMC FLC,  “How the Grinch found Christ in Christmas”  

 

Sunday, December 15th  
 @6:30 pm-Cantata at Commerce First United Methodist Church  

 

 
 

Tuesday, December 24th  
@6:00 pm- Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at CFUMC 

 

Sunday, December 29th  
@10:00am - Combined  Worship in Family Life Center 

CFUMC will be singing Christmas Carols at Brookside and Bentley assisted 

living facilities on Sunday December 1, 2019 from 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM during 

residents dinner time. Everyone is invited. We will be handing out candy canes 

and singing Christmas classics like Jingle Bells, White Christmas, Away in a 

Manger, and many more. Music will be provided. Please meet in the Victoria 

Steet parking lot at 4:30 pm, and we will ride together on the church bus.  If you 

would like more information, contact Craig Gieler, 678-427-8619. 

God has blessed our church with a gifted and tireless staff that provide leadership and assistance in the 

many ministries of Commerce FUMC throughout the year. We invite you to join us as we express our 

thankfulness with a Christmas love offering.  Donations will be received through Sunday, December 

15th.  Please designate on your check or envelope “staff love offering.”   

Thank you in advance for your generosity to our faithful staff. 

- The 2019 Staff Parrish Relations Committee 



Serving this month : 
Worship in  

December 
 

December 1st  

Luke 1: 1-14 

 
 

December 8th  

Luke 1:46-55  

 
 

 

December 15th 

Matthew 2:7-12  

 
  

December 22nd 

John 3:16-17  

 
 

December 30th 

Combined  

Worship Service  

10:00 am  

Matthew 2:19-23  

Children's Church: 
 

Week 1- NO CC 
Week 2- Jean Davis 
Week 3- Harriet Rider 
Week 4- Volunteer Needed 
Week 5- Family Worship Service 

 
Trustee: 

Brian Anderson 

Birthdays 
Anniversaries 

12-02— Tatum Jones 

12-02—Ann Griffeth 

12-03—Olivia Linn       

12-07—Mike Manus, Mary Walters 

12-09—Betty Corn, Trish Edwards 

12-13– Evvie Phillips 

12-15—Becky Huss 

12-19—David Stephenson 

12-20—Gayle Pritchett, Josh Rider 

12-24—June Murphy 

12-25—Judy Paugh 

12-27— James Drinkard 

12-29—Adolfo Suarez 
 

12-07—Mr. and Mrs. Neal Smith 

12-14—Mr. and Mrs. John Cassidy 

12-18—Mr. and Mrs. B.J. Harbin 

12-21—Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Purcell 

 Mr. and Mrs. Brian Anderson 
 

 

 

Altar Guild:  
Brenda Meadows,  

Kathleen Hooper  

 

Counters: 
Week 1-  Dave Moon, Lee Hagan 
Week 2-  Tom Murphy, Al Fleming 
Week 3-  Jack Legg, Bill Davis 
Week 4-  Jimmy Bolton, Elton Collins 
Week 5-  Tom Murphy, Al Fleming 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 

does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17 

 

December 1 — Advent Adventure, 9:30am – 10:45am  

Begin the holiday season with an Advent family celebration!  Crafts, bulletin decorating, card writing 

and more await! This celebration will take place during our Sunday School time. Parents are invited to 

attend with their children.  

 

December 4 and 11—Wonderful Wednesday   

If your child is participating in the children’s Christmas program, please make it a priority to be at 

Wonderful Wednesday on December 4. We will be using that time to have a final rehearsal of our 

show. We invite all families to attend our Christmas play on Wednesday, December 11 at 5:30 pm. 

We will have pizza and salad for dinner after the performance, and each family is invited to stay to 

construct a gingerbread house. The church will provide icing and graham crackers, participants are 

asked to provide their own candy/decorations.  

 

Ways to Share Joy as a family during Advent 

This year I want to encourage your children to look for ways to serve—in your home, at school, and 

other areas in your community. One project is being a Santa to a senior! CFUMC Children's Ministry 

is partnering with Bentley Assisted Living and Athens Community Council on Aging to adopt two 

Seniors for Christmas! Can you please help us fill these wish lists?  

Female senior: Socks, Scarf 

Male senior: Ties, Chapstick, Toiletries 

Please bring all items UNWRAPPED to Libby by December 1st.  

During Sunday School  12/1 Advent Adventures, 9:30 am 

Wednesday 

Weekly 

programing:  

12/4 

 

Wonderful Wednesday, 5:15 pm–6:15 pm 

Family Night Supper, 6:15 pm-7:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 12/11 Children’s Musical performance, 5:30 pm 

Family Dinner & Gingerbread Night 



SMELLY SHEPHERD 

As with most years the holiday season – which seems to start earlier every year – is a 

busy time. Lots of stuff to think about and prepare for and make sure gets done before 

that deadline of deadlines, December 25th! Oh, and don’t forget about that 

Thanksgiving Day celebration as well! 

BA (Before Adulthood) I didn’t have to be so concerned about all that. I just ate turkey, 

bought presents for others and had a great time on Christmas morning opened 

presents given to me. I never really thought about WHY we were giving and getting presents. It was just 

what you did at Christmas! 

As I have continued on my Faith journey I have learned more about, thought more about the gifts, the 

presents we have been given. Studying Stewardship lends itself to consideration of the gifts we are given 

and what we do with those gifts. 

The one gift we celebrate at Christmas is the gift of Jesus to the world, to each of us. There is a song the 

choir sung during Christmas seasons past with the words, “Love came down at Christmas.” God’s gift to 

us was redemption and salvation but most of all his Love for us in the form of Jesus Christ.  We are most 

joyous when opening this “gift” again and again on Christmas morning each year. Do you remember the 

joy you experience when someone opens the gift you have given them? God, I feel experiences that joy 

each time one of His children accepts or re-accepts Jesus in their hearts.  

But, Jesus is not ours to keep to ourselves. Jesus and His Love must be given away. In that way God smiles 

down on us with exceeding joy! So, this Christmas season, amidst the hustle and bustle and holly and 

mistletoe give a little bit of Jesus, a little bit of God’s love to someone else. Maybe we should all be 

looking for one of God’s ragamuffins or just one, disheveled, smelly shepherd to give the greatest gift to 

this Christmas. 

Your servant, 

Tom Murphy 

PS:  This will be my last Stewardship Corner as I pass the torch to someone new who will help guide you 

on your stewardship journey. Thanks for the love. 

Sunday, December 1, 9:30am – 10:45am  

Advent Adventures  

Join us in the family Life Center as we begin the holiday season with 
an Advent family celebration!  Crafts, bulletin decorating, card 
writing and more fun await.  

Financial Update for December 2019 Newsletter 

Amount Needed through November:  $406,472 

Received through 11/18/18   $374,023 

Expenditures through 11/18/18  $359,393 

All 2018 giving must be received by Sunday, December 29 

 to receive contribution credit in 2018.  Thanks! 



Christmas Outreach in our Community  

This year our church will sponsor 25 children through a local program to provide 

Christmas gifts to children of inmates of Jackson County Correctional Institute. If you 

would like to adopt a child, please take a tag off of our tree located in the Family Life 

Center. It is suggested that the gift be no more than $25.00 and it be something that the 

child can play with or use personally. Clothing is not suggested. Please wrap the gift and 

address it to the child from "Dad.” Gifts will need to be mailed by no later that 

December 15th (mailing address will be listed on the back of tag). Please put the 

church’s return address on the gift in case it is returned.  

 

We will also be collecting items for a local domestic violence women’s shelter, Peace Place. These items can 

be dropped off to the church office or dropped off in marked bins located in the sanctuary and family life 

center. We will be collecting items for children, teens and women living in the shelter. Items needed are: books 

(for all ages), toy cars, dolls, hairbows, art supplies, cold weather accessories (gloves, hats, scarves), nail 

polish, body spray for boys/girls, gift cards (Dollar Tree, Amazon, Target, Walmart), ear buds, beauty 

products, and nail kits. Please return all items for Peace Place by Sunday, December 15th.  

 

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, please mark your check 

 “Christmas outreach.”  

December 2019 Youth Ministry 

Luke 1:30-31 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 

a son, and you shall call his name Jesus." 

 

Sunday School 

December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

We will be studying the book of Luke 

 

W3 Wednesday, Word & Worship 

December 4, is Christmas Trivia night and a walk through the Nativity Story. 

December 11, we will be attending the Children’s Christmas Play 

 

Service Missions for December:  

Ushers- December 1 

Adopt-a-senior 

Prison Gift Ministry 

Peace Place 

 

December Birthdays: 

Tatum Jones- December 1 

 



"A Place to Know, Grow, and Show God's Love"  

Commerce First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Kathy Lamon, Senior Pastor  

16 Cherry St. 

Commerce, GA 30529 

 

706-335-4018 (Office) 

706 335-2031 (Fax) 

Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net 

Visit us online at: WWW.COMMERCEFUMC.ORG 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday, December 11th as the  

CFUMC Children’s Choir presents  

“How the Grinch found Christ in Christmas”  

at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall! 


