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“Hold Fast” 

 
While I was thinking about what to write during this challenging time, two words 

came to mind…hold fast.  These words “hold fast” remind me to grab tight to 

what I know to be true. 

 

I did a couple of online searches and turned up some interesting information about this phrase. 

It’s a verb, a noun, and an adjective. 

 

Hold Fast is a nautical term which means to “hold onto the lines fast (tightly) when the ship is aloft 

in bad weather, so sailors would not be thrown off. These words served as a special reminder to 

hold on and persevere during tough times.” It also refers to a carpentry tool to secure something 

in place and the mechanism on plants and animals that rely on a host to survive. Finally, it is a 

way of saying that something is secure. 

 

It is also a promise from God found in Isaiah 56 to those of us who are not from the lineage of Da-

vid, that as believers we too can be secure in God’s promise of redemption and rescue. 

 

“This is what the Lord says: Be just and fair to all. Do what is right and good, for I am coming 

soon to rescue you and to display my righteousness among you. 

 

I will also bless the foreigners who commit themselves to the Lord, who serve him and love 

his name, who worship him and do not desecrate the  Sabbath day of rest, and who hold fast 

to my covenant. I will bring them to my holy mountain of Jerusalem and will fill them with joy 

in my house of prayer.  I will accept their burnt offerings and sacrifices, because my Temple 

will be called a house of prayer for all nations. For the Sovereign Lord, who brings back the 

outcasts of Israel, says: I will bring others, too, besides my people Israel.” --- Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 

It is easy during this unprecedented time to feel lost. We are living in a new normal and it’s go-

ing to be this way for a period of time. I want to encourage you to lean into God. To spend time 

reflecting on your faith and its importance in your life. Up to now, for many of us, our practice has 

been one of convenience not faithfulness.  

 

Now is the time to try something new. Try a daily devotion, a verse of the day from one of the  

bible apps, or just pick up your bible and sit with a cup of coffee or diet coke and read through 

the gospels. Hear the promises from Jesus fresh and new. Take this time to reinforce your faith, 

build your faith, or begin your faith walk.  Now is the time to hold fast in God and the promises to 

us from both the Old and New Testaments. Let’s do the hard work of holding fast. I am certain 

that you will find in the midst of this storm that God will never abandon, nor ignore you. God is 

with you…so hold fast friends, hold fast. 

      -Pastor Kathy 



 4/1 Brian Anderson 

4/2 Mandy Lund 

4/6 Renee Moon 

4/7  Brayden Harbin 

4/8 Beth Pierce 

4/11 Craig Gieler 

4/13 Kelsey Harbin 

4/15 Britton Jones-Leggett 

4/17 Robbie Griffith 

4/19 Linda Exley,  

4/19 Nathan Christiansen 

4/20 Sam Suarez 

4/24 Lisa Whitmire 

4/26 Seth Cassidy  

4/29 Reece Morris 

4/30 Betty Hoyt 

4/15 Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Gaines 

Several events had to be cancelled due to health considerations during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. We will make information available on the  rescheduling of 

the  following events as they become known: 

 Glory Shiners 5K 

 Kairos Prison Ministry 

 Honduras 5K 

 Girls Scouts 

 STEMtastic Saturdays 

 

iServe's mobile food pantry will be at the Lanier Tech, Commerce campus, park-

ing lot on Saturday, April 11, and at the Pendergrass Flea Market in Jefferson on 

Tuesday, April 14. Volunteers are needed at 6:45 am, and food distribution begins 

at 7 a.m. (with social distancing arrangements in place for everyone's safety).  



 

As a result of the coronavirus pandemic, the Trustees, like you, have been 

practicing social distancing, hand washing, and staying at home.  Also like you, we 

are concerned with the physical and emotional health of our families.  This 

includes you and your family, and also our church family.  We have not stopped 

our task of taking care of our church facilities. Here is a snapshot of what is going 

on. 

Engineered Restorations has indicated that the start date of waterproofing and 

restoration work on our Sanctuary is weather dependent.  Probably, also 

dependent on the spread of COVID-19.   

 

The cleaning service with Service Fort was halted on March 13 and will resume 

when we deem necessary.  The preschool is clean and ready to accept children.   

A big thank you goes to the folks who have cleaned closets for us.  We are 

gradually cleaning out “stuff”. 

 

Our handyman, Michael Odum, continues to get the Victoria Street house ready to 

rent.  As is typical, we keep finding more things that need fixing.  Michael will 

eventually repair the wire hanging in the chapel and install new emergency lights 

throughout the campus.  If you know of items that need repair, please contact 

George Turk at 706-202-7654. 

 

IronGrid (formerly CMC Consulting) has upgraded our WIFi connectivity 

throughout the campus.  Windstream has upgraded our internet to “100 range”.  

Both should greatly improve the WIFI service throughout the campus. 

As we deal with the anxiety that we feel at this time, let’s remember that the 

angels said, “Be not afraid” and that the prophets told us to “Be Wise”. 

 

           -Linda Exley  

 



 

As you know, our mission trip to 

Guatemala was cut short due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Typically it takes 

two days both going and coming home 

and we have 6 days of active work  (2 

days at each location) in our medical/

dental campaigns. Thankfully we were able to complete our 

first campaign. Many were helped by having critical medical 

and dental issues addressed, and for that we are thankful. However we were 

extremely sad that we were unable to provide assistance at the other two 

locations.  

 

We want to offer our sincere thanks to our hosts, Steve and Ana McDaniel, of 

Living Water Ministries.  They did an excellent job of monitoring the current 

situation on our trip. We pulled out when the government required all medical and 

dental campaigns to stop (including their own) and returned to the compound in 

Antigua.  Although we wanted to continue, we understood and honored their 

request for both the protection of our team and Living Water Ministries.  

 

To say it was unnerving to be in a foreign country with borders being closed 

when the pandemic began spreading rapidly is an understatement; however, 

please know we were in no immediate danger or exposure to the virus.  After 

several days of monitoring events we were able to obtain flights home and after 

several delays we all made it back safely and in good health.  Although we always 

appreciated your prayers, it was particularly helpful knowing that our church 

family was praying for us as we navigated the uncertain waters of trying to return 

home. 

 

With heartfelt thanks, 

Betty, Dynelle, Janni, Kathy, & Kinsey 

 

 



 

Given in March: 

8 Bags and $100 

Our Next Challenge: 

Cereal, Oatmeal, Grits, Mac and Cheese       

 Peanut Butter, Mustard, Mayonnaise, Ketchup  

                                                               Toilet Paper 

                                      *Please be sure to check expiration dates on all items 

Please remember, if for some reason you cannot attend church on the second   

Sunday, you can always drop items off at the church office. Cash contributions are 

also accepted and appreciated. Checks can be made payable to CFUMC and 

designated to food bank on the memo line.  

 

Each  month there is a men’s fellowship breakfast hosted by  Commerce area  

churches. The breakfast begins at 8:00am and will rotate to a  different church 

each month. Here is the 2020 schedule: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24  First Baptist Church  

August 23  Commerce Presbyterian Church  

September 27 First Baptist Church  

October 25 First United Methodist Church   
 

Joe Fenn 



  

(Below is an excerpt from a letter I received last week:) 

 

Dear Rev. Kathy, 

 

Throughout 95 years of camp and retreat ministry, the health and 

well-being of our guests, campers, and staff has always been our 

top priority. Our camping ministries have been making 

many adjustments in light of our emerging understandings: from cancelling our spring retreat 

season for thousands of participants, to learning the latest CDC and WHO recommendations for 

screening people and sanitizing facilities, and even scenario planning contingencies for our 

summer camp programs. 

 

Currently, over 3,300 campers are currently registered across all our summer camp programs, 

and we continue to prepare to host them for our 96th summer of camping ministry! We continue 

to monitor developments in the spread of, the fight against, and the understanding of COVID-19 

in the hope that we will be able to have summer camp this year. We will remain in contact with 

summer 2020 registered camper families to keep them updated as plans evolve. This family of 

ministries (Glisson, Grow, ELI, and Shoreline) has been building trust for generations. Again, 

the safety and well-being of campers, guests, and staff is always our top priority. We will 

continue to honor the trust that camper families and partner churches place in us as we adapt 

and move forward. 

 

We continue to honor and are grateful for our ministry partnership with you and your church. 

Maintaining clear and regular communication during this time is our commitment to you. We 

would like to make you aware of the most up-to-date information surrounding our plans:  

 

Our office is currently closed as our team is working remotely. During this time, the fastest form 

of communication will be via email. For questions regarding overall summer operations and 

programming, please contact stephanie@ngcrm.org. For questions regarding registration and 

site paperwork, please contact caroline@ngcrm.org.  

 

Given these unprecedented times, we will not hold our partner churches accountable for 

meeting the minimum camper numbers to which you have agreed. We’re all in this together. 

Should conditions beyond our control cause us to cancel all or part of our 2020 summer 

camp ministry season, we will honor all camper fee refund requests in full for all summer 

programs. 

 

And so, as we continue to be grateful for the strength to face this current challenge – and 

continue to be vigilant toward possible challenges to come – we are also deeply thankful for 

you. 

 

With gratitude for the opportunity to partner with you and your congregation, 

 

Stephanie Gaines 

Director of Grow Day Camps  



 

In an effort to stay connected I am emailing a morning and evening  

devotion each day.  It is my prayer that these bring comfort and peace throughout 

the month. If you are not receiving these, please let me know  

at klamon@commercefumc.org. 

Online Holy Week Services: 

4/5 Palm Sunday—Livestream: Worship in the Chapel at 11:00 

 Inside Looking Out—Matthew 21:1-11 

4/9 Maundy Thursday– Video Message: Sedar Meal—Join Pastor Kathy  

 Online as she teaches about a typical Sedar meal during the time of  

 Jesus 

4/10 Good Friday—Video Message: The Betrayal from John 10:1-19,42 

4/12 Easter Sunrise—Rev. Carlton Allen prepared a Sunrise Service for  

 Home use; it will be available for download from the church website 

4/12 Easter Worship—Livestream at 11:00 for our Easter service:  

 Jesus Still Speaks—John 20:1-18 

4/19 Livestream—Worship in the Chapel 

 Beyond Locked Doors—John 20:19-31 

4/26 Livestream—Worship in the Chapel 

 When the Ordinary Becomes Precious—Luke 24:13-35 

 

Did you know there is a nationwide 

bear hunt?  There have been some  

sightings even here in Commerce!  If 

you see a bear, take a picture and email 

it to Pastor Kathy or post it on one of 

our church FaceBook pages. 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 

 

 

 

 
 

The Rocky Railway: 

Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through 

June 1—4 

PreK—5th Grade 


