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 School is back in session! 
 

I absolutely love the smell of a fresh box of crayons. Even as you read this, you can smell it 

too, right? Back to school excitement and jitters all at once. I can remember being excited for 

a new school year to start. Finding out who would be my new teacher, what friends would be 

in class, the prospect of making new ones, and the overall excitement at learning something 

new. Aging up to the next grade, or even the next school bracket, it’s the beginning of some-

thing new and I am all in. All in. Sharpened pencils, fresh notebook… and then it fades. 

  

Something very similar happens to us in faith as well. We start a new church, a new prayer 

group, a new devotion. We go to a retreat and get renewed, refreshed. We are all in, eager to 

grow closer to God. And then it fades. Why is that? Life. 

  

There is plenty to attribute it to. Our culture, our attention spans, outside voices, or even our 

personal ego. In all of this, it is important to remember that Jesus’ fire for you never fades. In 

fact, it never will. Jesus said in Matthew 28:20 “...And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of age.” 

  

A relationship means connection, and God wants that with you.  Developing a deep relation-

ship with Jesus doesn’t immediately happen. Perhaps this is where our disconnect happens. 

We are a society of instant gratification, yet it takes time to trust, love, lean on, and surrender 

to another person, this is the case in our relationship with God as well. We must take steady 

time in prayer, leaning, learning, and actively conversing with our Savior to build that rela-

tionship. God is not a prayer answering genie and the bible isn’t just a book of stories. It is a 

pathway to salvation and Jesus Christ our Savior.  All we have to do is open that book, open 

our hearts,  and let the conversation begin. And then once that conversation begins, don’t end 

it there! God will take that little bit you give him and amplify it. Sometimes when we are 

honest with why we need our faith, and our God, it becomes our answer. It is our answer to 

that question that actually keeps us engaged and not let our eagerness for God to fade. So 

then ask yourself, why do you need God? 

  

Let the beginning of this school year also leave you renewed and excited to start a new con-

versation with God and challenge yourself to keep it going! You won’t regret it. 

  

Leigh Linn 

Youth Ministry Coordinator  

 
 



Financial Update: 
Amount Needed through July:   $255,794 

Received through 7/22/18    $253,872 

Expenditures through 7/22/18   $225,130 

 

Circle 3 will meet August 20 at 7:00 pm.   

Hannah Circle will meet on August 22 at 2:00 pm. 

No Meeting for Circle 5  

August 14 @ 6:00 pm– Finance Team 

August 14 @7:00 pm—Church Council 

August 16 @7:00 pm—SPR Team 

August 18 @ 8:00 am— Stephen Ministry Training  

August 27 @ 6:00 pm– Stephen Ministry Meeting 

August 28 @6:00 pm—Altar Guild 

Hickory Flat UMC invites you to a night of fellowship and sharing from their 

missionary team in China. Daniel and Casey Willis are back and have lots of 

pictures and stories to share on Wednesday, August 8th at 7:00 pm. The event will 

be held in the family Life center at Hickory Flat UMC. Light refreshments will be 

served.  

The Youth will be taking a break in August as our students are adjusting to their 

new school schedules. We will continue to meet for Sunday school at 10:00 am 

and help with Great Day of Service. In September, we will resume our regular 

programing with Wonderful Wednesdays.  

 

A special thank you for your prayers and support for our summer retreat to Lake 

Junaluska. The Youth had a wonderful time and  it was a great bonding experience for our group! 

 

Please continue to lift our youth up in prayer as they enter a new school year.  

 

Leigh 

 



A BLESSING CAME MY WAY 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To everything there is a season, and a time for 

every purpose under heaven:” 

This is my “season” of planning for our stewardship emphasis time in 

October. It is time to put together the team for our Consecration Sun-

day stewardship program that will culminate in Consecration Sunday 

on October 28th. 

We will again this year be asked to consider the question, “What percentage of my income is 

God calling me to give to His work?” But, the question relates to not just a commitment of in-

come but to a commitment of time and a commitment of talents to God’s work as well. 

There is a key person in this program called a Guest Leader who guides the team in preparation 

for the work to be done in October. The person must be from outside our congregation and be 

someone who can lead not only the team but the congregation as well to understand steward-

ship and answer the commitment question.  Not an easy person to find. Not easy for a person to 

accept such a role. 

So Pastor Kathy and I work on the “who.” But, actually, it’s God that delivers the “who.” And, 

sometimes, God delivers the “who” way before you ever thought you might have need of the 

time and talents of that “who.” And, so it is with this “who” I met several years ago. 

Ever been blessed by someone just by meeting them and talking with them not once but over a 

period of years? This man who you will meet and come to know blessed me in that way. Some 

people just exude God’s light and make the world around them a better place.  

I had lunch recently with this person and asked him to be our Guest Leader. 2 Corinthians 9:8 

says, “…God is able to make every blessing of yours overflow for you, so that in every situation 

you will always have all you need for any good work.” He has been a blessing to me and to 

many and will continue to be a blessing to all of our congregation as our Guest Leader.  Thank 

you God for delivering this “who,” this blessing to us! 

See you (and him) in October… 

 

Your servant, 

Tom Murphy 



August 2018 Children’s Ministry 

We have had a very busy summer! The August schedule is light, so everyone can 

adjust to Back to School routines… 

Promotion Sunday Sunday, August 5th  

During Sunday school we will be hosting “Welcome Parties” for the new Sunday 

school year.  Meet us at 10:00 am in the children’s ministry area for a fun start to 

the new year! 

During 11:00am worship we will be recognizing children who have reached a kidmin milestone… 

 Jase Rider moves from the nursery to the Adventurer’s Class 

 Reed Cassidy and Elijah Crow move from children’s ministry to Youth! 

We will also be blessing our Backpack Tags – make sure you pick up a tag for every child! 

 

Great Day of Service Saturday, August 11 10:00am  Family Life Center 

Children will be partnering with the ladies of our church to fill Backpacks with School supplies.  These 

backpacks will be distributed to children in our community.   

 

Acolyte Training Sunday, August 12  During Sunday school time 

Kids in grades 3 – 5 are encouraged to serve as acolytes.  This very important job includes bringing in the 

flame to symbolize that Jesus is with us in worship, lighting candles, assisting with tithes and offering col-

lection, helping on Communion Sunday, and assisting with water at Baptisms.  If your child wishes to 

serve, we will train on August 12th and then place them on the Acolyte schedule. 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

Wonderful Wednesday begins on September 5 at 5:15 

 
 

 
 
Preschool News  

Preschool is excited about the new school year.  We are very blessed with a 
full house and a waiting list!  Open House is Monday, August 6th from                                                                            
5:30 - 6:30 and First Day of School is August 7th .  Thank you for your prayers 
and support of our Church preschool.   



Great Day of Service – August 11, 2018 

Volunteers of Commerce First United Methodist Church have shown time and again a 

willingness to reach out to others. Whether it is Mission Ministries, Annual Giving or 

reaching out through Great Day of Service or other activities you are always there. God 

is “Alive in Us”, we are His Arms, Legs and most importantly his Heart. In 2018 we will 

celebrate this through our community activities. Let me share with you how you can 

serve in Him. 

iServe Ministries 

 In Jackson County, there are 8,900 people living under the food insecurity rate, and sadly, 4,400 of those are 

children.  On August 11, 2018 you can be a force for good by helping us distribute food to our community by 

being an iServe Ministries volunteer. Be with us from 6:30AM to 9:00AM at Lanier Tech and Restore Shopping 

Center 661 S Elm St, Commerce, GA 30529 as we put together food boxes with enough food to feed as many 

as 500 families. Each family served prays with our team members and is encouraged to share about them-

selves. 

Peace Place Thrift Store 

Located at the intersections of HWY 82 and 129 in Arcade, south of Jefferson, GA, the Peace Place Thrift do-

nates its proceeds to provide shelter and services for victims and survivors of domestic abuse and violence. 

Managed by Bonnie Lott the 10,000 sqft store provides a valuable assortment of clothing and household goods 

to community residents. By volunteering to place clothing on cloths racks, sweeping floors and dusting 

shelves, from either 10:00AM to 12:00PM or 1:00PM to 3:00PM you serve others in this comfortable air condi-

tioned facility with lots of fun things to purchase. Please do not wear open toed shoes. 

Back to School Backpack 

There are many families in the Jackson County area that don’t have the resources to give their children the 

school supplies needed for successful daily activities in our community schools. You can buy school supplies 

at local stores such as Walmart and bring them to Church for distribution on August 11, 2018 in the Commerce 

First UMC Fellowship Hall at 10:00AM. Led by Gina Hagan and Lee Linn this activity is a fun way to join our 

children and youth in filling backpacks with lots of goodies for local children. 

Crocheting and Sewing Squares for Blankets 

Anelia and Alex Chambers will host a gathering of individuals on August 11, 2018 interested in bringing blan-

ket squares to sew together to make quilts for sale at Peace Place Thrift Store. Please bring your colorful knit-

ted or crocheted 9” squares to Mount Bethel UMC Family Center. The Church is located very near the inter-

section of HWY 441 and HWY 59 at 295 Mount Bethel Road, Commerce GA 30529. Enjoy a filling lunch provid-

ed by church members. 

Letter Writing for Shut Ins and Military 

Charles Exley and volunteers will meet at the CFUMC Church Office at 10:00AM on August 11, 2018 to write 

letters to shut ins and military personnel from our community. There will be plenty of pens, stationary, sample 

letters for your valuable activity.  

Home Repairs 

Robert Lyle will lead a team of handy volunteers to build a ramp and do other home repair work for a very 

few Commerce First UMC members. Robert will let you know the time and place to meet. Wear comfortable 

clothing and work gloves. 

Craig Gieler 

Great Day of Service Coordinator  



 


     Brayden Harbin                          




George Turk 




Reece Morris,  

Debbie Manus 




August 5-  

Matthew 18:1-6  

 

August 12-  

Hebrews 13:14  

 

August 19-  

Matthew 22:1-10  

 

August 26- 

Guest Pastor 

 


Aug 5  Gina Hagan  

Aug 12  Gina Hagan 

Aug 19  Jean Davis 

Aug 26  Leigh Linn  




Week 1-  Dave Moon, Lee Hagan 

Week 2-  Tom Murphy, Al Fleming 

Week 3-  Bill Davis, Jack Legg 

Week 4- Att Stephenson, Jimmy Bolton 

 


K Ellen Hagan, Judy Paugh,  

Annette Anderson 

 





08/01 Kim Savage 

08/02 Bo Holland, Larry Meadows, 

 Libby Christiansen 

08/03 Donna Wilson 

08/05 Elton Collins 

08/07 Allison Roe   

08/08 Arlene Bolton  

08/09 Charlotte Massey 

08/11 Roger Waters, Doris Parr  

08/12 Martha Evans, David Nichols  

08/13 Nancy Gaines, Tom Murphy 

08/15 Steve Savage 

08/16 Kelly Parham, McKenzie Smith,  

 John Dethlefs 

08/19 Abigail Suarez, Kelly Cassidy,                

 Barbara Hendricks 

08/20 Linda Brake, Sara Hill, Karen Hill 

08/23 Bill Davis 

08/27 Robert Lyle 

08/29 Linda Lamb 

  
  

08/05 Mr. and Mrs. David Moon 

08/06 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Beauchamp 

08/07 Mr. and Mrs. Tony Barnett 

 Mr. and Mrs. Joel Beauchamp 

08/10 Dr. and Mrs. Kinsey Phillips 

08/11 Mr. and Mrs. Charles McMullan 

08/20 Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Griffith 

08/27 Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Hooper 

08/31 Dr. and Mrs. Larry Meadows 





Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
10:00 am– Ladies 

Study  
7:00 pm Adult Choir 

2 3 4 

5 
PROMOTION SUNDAY 

8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 
 

6 

5:30 pm Preschool Open 
House 

 

7 
Preschool Starts 

 
 

8 
10:00 am– Ladies 

Study  
7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm– Mission 
Sharing at Hickory 

Flat UMC 

9 10 11 

 

12 
SECOND SUNDAY 

8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 
 

13 
 

14 
6:00 pm– Finance 
7:00 pm– Church 

Council   

15 
10:00 am– Ladies 

Study  
7:00 pm Adult Choir 

16 17 18 
 

8:00 am–                 
Stephen Ministry 

Training   

19 
8:30 am Worship 

10:00 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 

 

20 

7:00 pm Circle 3 

21 
2:00 pm Hannah Circle    

  7:00 pm Circle 5 

22 
10:00 am– Ladies 

Study  
7:00 pm Adult Choir 

23 24 25 

 

26 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast:  
8:30 am Worship 

10:00 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 

 

27 

6:00 pm Stephen  

Ministry  

28 

6:00 pm Altar Guild   

29 

10:00 am– Ladies 
Study  

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

30 31 

8:00 am–                 

Preschool     

Doughnuts with 

Dad  

 






Rev. Kathy Lamon, Senior Pastor 

16 Cherry St. (Church Office) 

54 Cherry St. (Church/Preschool) 

Commerce, GA 30529 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

706-335-4018 (Office) 

706 335-2031 (Fax) 

www.commercefumc.org 

Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net 

Like us on at facebook.com/commercefumc  

 

Second Sunday Report 

The Results: 

July 8 - 

3 Bags of Mac & Cheese and $800 in monetary donations 

Our Next Challenge: 

August 12 –  

Canned Vegetables 

Also, there is always a need for Breakfast Food and Instant Potatoes.  
 

Please remember, if for some reason you cannot attend church on the second Sunday,  

you can always drop items off at the church office. 

Cash contributions are also accepted and appreciated.  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” Matthew 25:35 


