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Intertwined
It’s February and it’s all about valentines and relationships. We are made for relationship. It is a documented
fact that when we have one or two solid, loving relationships in our lives, we are happier and healthier people.
And it’s not only about emotional health, physically we are healthier, too. Good relationships “influence our
long-term health in ways every bit as powerful as adequate sleep, a good diet, and not smoking. Dozens of
studies have shown that people who have satisfying relationships with family, friends, and their community are
happier, have fewer health problems, and live longer…A large Swedish study of people ages 75 and over
concluded that dementia risk was lowest in those with a variety of satisfying contacts with friends and
relatives.”
In churches when we talk about relationship, often you hear it phrased as a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. When I hear those words I’m not exactly sure what they mean. For some it means, “I’ve made a
profession of faith, said the magic prayer, and now I have my ‘get out of hell free’ card…so now I’ll just get
on with my life. And, if anyone asks me or questions me, I’ll be sure to waive my card at them and let them
know I’ve got it all figured out.” For others, their relationship with God/Jesus becomes like a possession.
Their version of God looks just like them and thinks just like them. The refuse to discuss or engage in
conversation about their version of God because for them it is settled and packaged up in a manner that suits
them perfectly.
But let’s be honest. Any real, solid relationship takes work. And, if we really believe that knowing God is
about a relationship, then we have to be ready to spend time with God. How? We come to know God by
spending time in scripture, through study, through prayer, and by listening. Philip Yancey explains, "Getting to
know God is a lot like getting to know a person. You spend time together, whether happy or sad. You laugh
together. You weep together. You fight and argue, then reconcile."
God is not looking for a static or limited or one-dimensional relationship. Our relationship with God is
dynamic and multifaceted. Sometimes it’s difficult, sometimes it’s joyous, sometimes it’s quiet…but God is
always present. When we embrace a full and healthy relationship with God, we come to understand that God is
not one to be used or who strives to make us feel good about ourselves; rather God challenges us and reminds
us and invites us to make a difference in this place we call home. God calls us to go deeper; to look beyond
symptoms and wrestle with the things that important, the things that are eternal. Our life is not a journey we
make alone, but with God, and in that journey we find health and strength and wholeness of both heart and
soul.
Jesus calls us into more than a personal relationship…we are called into a living, intertwined, transformative
relationship. One it which it’s difficult to see where we end and God begins. We see what God sees. We love
as God loves. We cry as God cries. We become a transforming presence in the lives of others leading them,
inviting them, loving them into relationship with Christ.
Grace and Peace,
Kathy

Circle 3 will meet on February 18th at 7:00p.
Hannah Circle will meet on February 19th at 2:00p in the Church Office.
Circle 5 will meet on February 19th at 7:00p in the Fellowship Hall.

Second Sunday Report
The Results:
January 13thOur Congregation brought 10 bags of food and
$450 in monetary donations
Our Next Challenge:
February 10th–
Spaghetti and Sauce
Also, there is always a need for breakfast items,
cornbread and biscuit mix, and instant potatoes.

Tuesday, February 12th
@6:00p- Finance Team
@6:30p– Church Council
Monday, February 25th
@6:00p— Stephen Ministry
Tuesday, February 26th
@6:00p— Altar Guild

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
“You…the Well Cut Diamond”
What do we do in response to God’s grace? Being a Christian
Steward is one way, but being a Christian Steward, like a well cut
diamond, can also be many faceted.
You might think of Christian Stewardship giving thanks to God by
exercising the gifts given to you through the grace of God.
According to Romans 12:6 “Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, let us use them…” (NKJV)
“Stewardship” doesn’t always have to be about money. We all have other gifts, other talents,
other facets that can be put to use. If you have a little time, be on a church committee or help with
some ministry within the church. There are many areas in which you can serve. And, you don’t
have to be a “chairperson” to contribute to God’s work.
Maybe cook some soup for a Family Night Supper. Maybe check out being a bell ringer in our bell
choir – I think our choir director is looking for a few! Maybe help feed the hungry on a frosty
Saturday morning at iServe Ministries. Maybe write a card to someone who is sick or lonely.
Maybe just pray!
In all these ways we, like a well cut diamond, reflect the Light of Christ to others. How can you
reflect the Light?
Your servant,
Tom Murphy

Preschool Registration

It is hard to believe that it is time to register for the next school year. Church
Members and current students are guaranteed a spot if registered by February
13. All spots not filled on February 13 will be released on February 27. We are
unable to hold a spot without the registration fee. If you cancel your spot by June
1, you will receive half of your registration fee back. We will fill up quickly, so do
not let the February 13 deadline pass you by. There may not be any spots
available later in the spring. If you need an application please call the preschool at 706-335-9589
or if you have any questions, please let us know. —-Renee Moon, Preschool Director

Bad Girls Brunch
Saturday, February 9th, 8:30am - noon in the Family Life Center
The Bible is full of characters and many with “reputations” that have a lot to teach us.
Join us for a Saturday morning as we learn and laugh together about how God uses the
most unlikely people for ministry, including some bad girls! A brunch meal will be
provided and reservations are required. Child care is available by request. Bring a
friend and join us! Contact the church office to register!

Wednesday Night Fellowship Supper
When: Wednesday nights (during the school year) 6:15pm-7:00pm
Where: Family Life Center
Cost: Suggested donation for meals is $5 per person or $15 per family.
Everyone is welcome, but reservations are required. PLEASE register by noon the Tuesday before
Wednesday Night Supper. If you forget one week, no worries, we will prepare for a few extra meals. An
Email reservation request will be sent to our church email list, a link is available on our church website or you
can reserve your spot by calling the church office: 706-335-4018.
If you ministry or group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact the church office!

For February:
February 6th– Kathy Lamon
February 13th– Youth Ministry
February 20th- N0 FNS/WW/Youth– Winter Break
February 27th– Host group needed

Looking ahead:
Ash Wednesday Service and Family Night Supper
Wednesday, March 6
Please join us for family night supper
from 5:45 pm- 6:30 pm,
and stay for a family friendly
Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 pm.

Serving this month:

Worship in
February

Acolyte:

Children's Church:

TBA

February 3—
Thankful Lives
Colossians 3:1-17

Week 1- No CC
Week 2- Gina Hagan

Altar Guild:
Brenda Meadows,
Linda Exley,
Barbara Hendricks

February 10—
On Our Knees
Luke 11:1-5,9-13

Week 3- Jean Davis
Week 4- Sheena Downey

Counters:

February 17—

Week 1- Dave Moon, Lee Hagan

Greeters:

I am not a Robot
James 2:1-13

Week 2- Tom Murphy, Al Fleming

Reece Morris
Debbie Manus

Week 3- Jack Legg, Bill Davis
Week 4- Jimmy Bolton, Att Stephenson

February 24—

Trustee:

Daniel Simmons,
UGA Wesley Intern

Robert Lyle

2/5— Jason Phillips, Francis Byrd
2/11— Knox Rider
2/12— Jase Rider
2/12—B.J. Harbin
2/14 —Gina Hagan, Dynelle Martin
2/15—Beverly Williams

2/16 —Hailey Fleming

2/14-

Dynelle and Janni Martin

2/15-

Joe and Sue Fenn

2/18 —Lucy Gailey
2/20 —Patty Griffith, Mary Anderson

Please let the church office know if we
missed your birthday or anniversary!

2/21 —Joel Beauchamp
2/24 —Joanna Suarez, Chandler Harbin
2/25—Nadine Waters
2/27—Jane Bramlett

Financial Update:
Amount Needed through January:

$ 36,952

Received through 1/22/19:

$ 25,479

Expenditures through 1/22/19

$ 11,284

Sun

3
8:30a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
11:00a Worship

Mon

4
6:30p Bible Study

Tue

5

Wed

Thu

6
10:00a Ladies’ Study
10:00a Bible Study
5:15 pm Wonderful Wednesday
5:15 pm Youth
5:30p Bible Study
6:15p Family Night Supper
7:00 pm Adult Choir

7

12

13

14

SECOND SUNDAY
8:30a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
11:00a Worship

6:30p Bible Study

6:00p Finance Team
6:30p Church Council

10:00a Ladies’ Study
10:00a Bible Study
5:15 pm Wonderful Wednesday
5:15 pm Youth
5:30p Bible Study
6:15p Family Night Supper
7:00 pm Adult Choir

9:00a Men's Bible Study
7:00p Bible Study

17
8:30a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
11:00a Worship

18
Office Closed

19
2:00p Hannah Circle
7:00p Circle 5

20
10:00a Ladies’ Study
10:00a Bible Study
NO WW/NO Youth/No FNS
5:30p Bible Study
7:00 pm Adult Choir

21
9:00a Men's Bible Study
7:00p Bible Study

Commerce City Schools Winter Break
25
6:00p Stephen Ministry
6:30p Bible Study

26
6:00p Altar Guild

27
10:00a Ladies’ Study
10:00a Bible Study
5:15 pm Wonderful Wednesday
5:15 pm Youth
5:30p Bible Study
6:15p Family Night Supper
7:00 pm Adult Choir

2

8

9
iServe Food
Truck
8:30 am Bad Girls
Brunch

11

24
8:00a Men’s Bfast
CFUMC
8:30a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
11:00a Worship

Sat

1

9:00a Men's Bible Study
7:00p Bible Study

10

6:30p Bible Study
7:00p Circle 3

Fri

28
9:00a Men's Bible Study
7:00p Bible Study

15

16

22

23

Youth Ministry
Mark 4:9: Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”
February 3, 10, 17, 24- Sunday School, 10:00 am
February 6, 13, 27-Youth Wednesdays, 5:15 pm– 6:15 pm
**No WW February 20th due to Winter Break

February 6- Youth will be making Valentines cards for residents at Bentley and Brookside during Youth
Wednesday. Please let me know if you have any special requests of residents who need love!
February 9- iServe Truck 7:30am at Lanier Tech Parking Lot. Then meet at Cream and Shuga in Commerce
after volunteering!
February 13- 6:15 pm
Youth is hosting Family Night Supper! I need parents and youth to help to make this successful!
February 22- Youth Night 4-7pm
Meet in the youth room for tacos, fellowship and fundraising prep for our summer trip!
March 8, 2019, 6:00-8:00 pm– Ladies Craft Night Fundraiser
Please see the attached flier in the newsletter for our ladies craft night! The proceeds will benefit our youth
summer retreat. Anyone is welcome, pre-registration is required so that we have enough materials! This is a
great event that you can invite friends and neighbors to join!

June 24-28
Camp Glisson GROW
Day Camp Held at CFUMC!
Rising 1st graders – Rising 6th graders
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 12:30 pm
$145 for the week, $50 deposit now
(Scholarships available for church members)
Registration is OPEN!
Reserve your space NOW!!
Visit www.growdaycamps.org
for more info

Children’s Ministry
Learning to Love as Jesus did!
Welcome our new Interim Director of Children’s Ministry: Libby Christiansen
You might recognize that name from church office emails. Your mind isn’t playing tricks on
you! Libby is stepping back into Children’s Ministry after taking a break for 6 years. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood education from the University of Central Florida and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nonprofit Management from Palm Beach Atlantic University. Born and raised in Orlando, she moved to
Jefferson in 2007. Prior to moving to Georgia, Libby taught Kindergarten for 3 years and then felt called to serve in
Children’s Ministry full time. She then starting serving as the Assistant Children’s Minister and small group coordinator
at a 5,000 member Methodist church in Florida. Her husband’s career brought her to Jefferson, and she jumped in head
first as the Children’s Ministry Director at a Methodist plant church in Jefferson. As you may recall, she came on staff
as financial secretary at Commerce First Methodist Church in 2013 and worked bi-vocationally as a Children’s Minister
at her home church for 4 years. Libby is married to her college sweetheart, Nathan, and they have two children, Wesley,
who is 13 and Allison, who is 9 years old. They are all very excited to join the CFUMC family!
Please feel free to contact her any time via email: LibbyChristiansen@gmail.com or by cell: 706-247-9280.
February 6, 13, and 27
Wonderful Wednesday
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm
Every week love – age-appropriate learning about Jesus through play, lessons, crafts and music. We will be making
some program changes this month! Both check in and out will now be in the sanctuary. We will enjoy 5 minutes of
large group time, and then divide up in groups to rotate through 4 stations—music, art, Bible Story/snack and games.
Parents, please be on time to pick up your children as many of our volunteers need to leave by 6:15 pm. Families are
welcome to stay for Family Night supper!
February 20, There is NO Wonderful Wednesday due to Winter Break.
Sunday School, Every Sunday at 10:00 am
I would like to encourage all parents to make it a priority to attend Sunday school each week. We are blessed to have an
All-Star team of teachers who spend so much time preparing lessons and activities for your children! This is a great way
for you as parents to take some time for yourself and join a class, too! If you need more information about current Adult
Sunday school classes, or would like to start a new adult Sunday school class, contact Libby and she will help get you
started!

Upcoming Events! Save the Date and invite your friends and neighbors!
Easter Egg Hunt/5k/Fun Run
Saturday, April 13, 2019
Run, walk, or hop on over to our community Easter Egg Hunt and 5k!
There will be family fun for everyone! Pancake breakfast with
Mr. Easter Bunny, 5k/kids Fun run benefiting our Honduras Mission
team, and an Egg hunt for kids! More details coming soon!
3, 2, 1…. BLAST OFF!!!
This summer CFUMC is going to Mars!
Save the date!
You don’t want to miss this special mission!
VBS June 2nd-6th
5:30-7:30 pm
Dinner at 5:30-6:00pm

"A Place to Know, Grow, and Show God's Love"

Commerce First United Methodist Church
Rev. Kathy Lamon, Senior Pastor

16 Cherry St.
Commerce, GA 30529
706-335-4018 (Office)
706 335-2031 (Fax)
Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net

Visit us online at: WWW.COMMERCEFUMC.ORG
Like us on FACEBOOK!

