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I S S U E  7  

 June 29th– July 2nd                              
Youth Summer Retreat 

 July 4th                               
Church Office Closed 

 Tuesdays @10:00 am–                          
Children Summer Fun  

  Wednesdays @10:00 am–      
Youth Summer Fun  

 July 24th                                           
   @6:00 pm– Stephen Ministry 

 July 25th                                           
   @7:00 pm– Trustees 

No Choir practice during July 

Looking ahead:  

 August 6th @ 5:00pm-                     
UMW Back to School Bash 

 

F I R S T  U N I T E D  

M E T H O D I S T  

C H U R C H  O F  

C O M M E R C E  

 
Let's face it, most of us don't like change. We like the com-
fort of knowing what to expect and how to act and react to 
most events...and now we found ourselves in the midst of 
change...a big one. After 15 years of a wonderful and 
fruitful relationship with David, I am stepping in as your 
new Pastor and you're not quite sure what to expect. 
 
I am so thankful of the good work that David has done with 
you here at Commerce First, and I am truly honored to be 
following him here in ministry. I have spent several weeks preparing 
for this transition by meeting with staff members and striving to get 
to know leaders in the church. I have been truly impressed with the 
dynamic and community-focused ministries here and your ability to 
partner with other churches to achieve such incredible goals. Thank 
you for being a healthy and missional church that strives to bring 
care, love, and grace in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
We serve a dynamic and loving God; one that calls us to care for each 
other, our community, and the world. I am honored and thankful 
that I will be working in ministry side-by-side with you to continue 
the good work you are already doing and anticipating God's next 
movement through our church. I look forward to getting to know you 
and your families and I ask your patience as I learn your names and 
life stories. 
 
God has called us together to this time and place and I look  forward 
to our time together in ministry.  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Kathy 

KAIROS AT WHITWORTH, MAY, 2017  

 Psalm 102:19-20: òFrom heaven the Lord looked at the earth to hear the groans of the prisoners.ó 

Your prayers for the residents and team of Kairos #5 at Whitworth in May were answered as resi-

dent after resident gave testimony to the personal impact of the Lordõs grace and forgiveness.                  

Almost all the 30 residents spoke at the closing service or at open mic during the weekend.  They 

told very openly of the release of painful memories, the giving and acceptance of forgiveness, the 

jubilant realization of Godõs love and grace for them personally.  Thank you for being a part of His 

work.  



I hope your summer is going great!!  Even though, school is out, we are having Youth 
activities during July.  Please mark your calendar and join us.  
 
We will be at Epworth from June 29 -July 2.  Our Bible Study is entitled, òOne.ó  While 
at Epworth, we will have study, service, sun, fun and fellowship.  We are taking 11 
young people.  Chaperones are:  Annette Anderson, Joanna Suarez, Al Fleming, Anne 
Fleming, Jan Roe and K. Ellen Hagan.  We ask for your prayers.  Thank you also for 

your support.  This will be an exciting time!!  
 
Wake Up Wednesday at 10 will be our Bible Study, craft time and service project time. Plan to join 
us! Our Bible Study is called òStop Asking Jesus into Your Heart.ó   

 

July Events:  

July 5 ð10:00 am ð Noon: Wake Up Wednesday. Service project for Commerce City Police.  

July 8 ð7:00 am: Ið Serve Food Truck  

July 8 -8:30 am:  Fundraiser Krispy Kreme Donut Sales at Quality Foods  

July 9 ð3:15 pm: Trip to Swirlees! Youõll need money for yogurt  

July 12 ð10:00 am ð Noon: Wake Up Wednesday  

July 16 -3:30 pm -5:30 pm Game Night!  

July 19 ð10:00 am ð Noon: Wake Up Wednesday  

July 23 ð1:45 pm Bingo at Brookside . Please bring money for a meal after!  

July 26 ð10:00 am ð Noon: Wake Up Wednesday  

July 30 -3:30pm -5:30pm Funopolis  

Donõt forget to lift each other in prayer and support each otherñespecially since we donõt see each 

other as frequently as we do during school year.   

If there is anything we can do for you, please let one of us know.  We love you!   

K.Ellen   

706 -654 -7040  

kellen@negia.net  

Youth Ministry News  

UMW BACK-to-SCHOOL BASH 

5:00 PM on Sunday, August 6th   
No charge for the meal, just bring school supplies. (suggested items are on the back of the newsletter) 

Menu:  Hot dogs, hamburgers, lettuce, tomatoes, onions, chips, cookies/ brownies, lemonade, and tea. 

Name:___________________________________________ 

# of Adults: ________  # of Kids: ________ 

#of Hamburgers:_______  # of Hot Dogs:_______ 



June 2017 Financial Update  

Amount Needed through June:    $217,100 

Received through 6/18/17     $216,654 

Expenditures through 6/18/17    $194,898 

Summertime, and The Living Is é Hectic! 

The first day of Summer was June 21
st
, but the ñlivingò if far from ñeasyò, as the song says! If you look at 

your churchôs calendar for June and July and August activity is non-stop, especially for our Children 

and Youth programs. Check out the Children and Youth program pages on the website and in this 

newsletter!  Wow! 

And, the planned missions and ministries programs for the remainder of the year are just as ambitious. 

There are two ministries that are without leaders at the present: Coordinator of Worship Ministry, Coor-

dinator of Outreach Ministry. Your leadership and dedication are needed to guide these ministries. 

Donôt be surprised if someone from the Church Council asks you to help with these areas. 

And, Great Day of Service is coming up in September. 

And, é 

It takes a lot of hands and feet -- a lot of Disciples of Jesus Christ -- to make all of this happen.  

1Corinthians 12:27 says, ñAll of you together are Christôs body, and each of you is a part of it.ò (New Living Translation) 

Ephesians 2:10 says, ñFor we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 

things he planned for us long ago.ò (New Living Translation) 

The single word in the verse from Ephesians that stands out for me is ñdoò. So letôs all work together as one body and 

do what God has for us to do now, the rest of this year, and beyond to be His disciples and make disciples of Jesus 

Christ. 

Your servant, 

Tom Murphy 

Stewardship Chairman 

Second Sunday Report 

The Results: 

June 11th- 

11 Bags of Peanut Butter and Jelly  

and $300 in cash contributions 

Our Next Challenge: 

July 9th-  

Mac & Cheese 

Also, there is always a need for Breakfast Food and Instant Potatoes.  

Cash contributions are also accepted  

and appreciated. 

òFor I was hungry and you gave me something to eatéó Matthew 25:35 



Adult Choir will NOT practice in the month of July.  

We will resume practicing in August.  

Let me share an experience with you. In 2015 Gina and our church youth served a lunch meal to 

homeless individuals at First Baptist Church of Athens. I rode along and had lunch with a home-

less man who was about 35 years of age. He told me how happy he was to have just completed 

his GED. His face just beamed so you could see the space between his two front teeth. He shared 

with me his special dream, to have his own bicycle. Mobility is a major issue for the homeless. 

According to the doctor responsible for Piedmont Athens Regionals clinic, many homeless have 

health issues, just like you and me. They struggle to get transportation to get medicine for such 

things as diabetes.  

 

This experience with a homeless man reminded me again of how lucky I was to be able to live in a house, drive a car 

and have three meals a day. Great Day of Service is one way we can connect either directly or indirectly with those in 

our community who have needs. Whether its an elderly lady at Willoughby homes who needs her home cleaned, a cou-

ple picking up a box of food at Warren Chapel as part of "Feed My Sheep" or a child getting a free lunch over the 

weekend that he wouldn't normally get at home, we can celebrate life through our acts of kindness.  Those acts of kind-

ness create memories and the chance to receive the biggest gift of all, the gift you receive from giving. 

 

Being a Christian isnôt about what God can do for you. Itôs about giving up control of our lives to serve God. Being a 

Christian isnôt about what God can do for you. Itôs about giving up control of our lives to serve God. Itôs about reaching 

out to those in need locally and in foreign lands. As Christ-followers, we are called to engage our families, neighbors, 

city, county, country and even world in the name of Christ.  Whose life will be changed by the simple act of mowing a 

lawn, cleaning a home, providing a personal care kit or even a blanket to someone in need?  

Please join us on August 26, 2017 to celebrate THE JOY OF GIVING . 

Craig Gieler 
Great Day of Service Coordinator 

Prayers for Healing: 

Jean Bauerband 

Becky Beggs, requested by David and Billie Bowen 

Robert Bowles, friend of David Stephenson 

Kirby Rutherford, requested by Peggy Purcell 

Mary Odum, grandmother of Elizabeth Phillips 

Shea Dewberry Gilbert, requested by The Bowens 

Trent Parr, son of Doris Parr and brother of Amy Harbin  

Wanda Reed, mother of Jimmie Claxton 

Pat Purcell 

Kevin Purcell 

Susan Klein, sister of Barbara Reid 

Sandy Link, daughter of June and Tom Murphy  

David Roberts, requested by Stephanie Hill  

Joseph Gibson, requested by Judy Paugh 

Amanda Lower 

 

Todd Beggs, requested by David and Billie Bowen 

Brenda Meadows 

Will Meadows, cousin of Larry Meadows 

James Thomas 

Anna Diemond 

Anderson Krieger, great-grandson of Margaret Brand  

 

Praise! Shonda and Sol Jones-Leggett are celebrating the 

birth of their son, Beckett Campbell, on Friday, May 26th.  



If you have any prayer or  praise                    

requests, please contact the                         

church office!  



Upcoming Activities in Children's Ministry: 

We find our strength in Godé 

Summer Sunday School ð Bible Art  

All kids meet in one big Sunday school class during the summer!  Join us every Sunday at 

10am in the Childrenõs Ministry area for some fun art projectsé 

July 2   Clay   Genesis 1:1 -27  

God created the world!  

July 9   Finger Painting  Daniel 6:10 -23 

God can help us out of messy situations.  

July 16  Popsicle Stick Art  Matthew 7:24 -27 

Build your life on the Word of God.  

July 23  Coloring  Matthew 12:1 -14  

Following Jesus sometimes means doing things that make us stand out.  

July 30  Collage  1 Corinthians 12:12 -18   

God has gifted us to our part in His church.   

 

Tuesday at 10!  

Kids from age 3 ð Fifth Grade meet in the family life center every Tuesday (unless otherwise noted) from 

10am till Noon for another summer fun activityé 

July 4  Movie Time! Secret Life of Pets movie at Commerce Cinemaéahhéair conditioning!  

Tickets, Drinks and Popcorn are all $1.50 each  

July 11  Fizz Splash Goo    

Water games, supper bubbles and slime on the front lawn  

July 18  Masterpiece Creations   

Finger paint, Dab and Dot Markers and other fun ways to paintéthis is part of a Fall fundraiser for next 

yearõs Vacation Bible School! 

July 25  Tea & Lemonade Party   

Weõll join our senior friends for yummy treats and fellowship time.  

 

Other Important dates:  
iServe Ministries Food Truck, Saturday, July 8 at 7:00am  

 

Upcoming Dates:  
August 6 Last Sunday of Bible Art Sunday School 

August 6  Back to School Bash and Splash Blast 

August 12 iServe Ministries Food Truck  

August 13 Promotion Sunday  

August 20 Acolyte Training during Sunday School hour  

Watch for emails and Facebook posts for details on all our summer events!  

Contact Gina at (706) 654 --6489 with questions, ideas, comments or support!  

 

A BIG THANK YOU for your help with Vacation Bible School! We had a very memorable and                   

successful week with over 90 children/youth and 40 adults participating! Thank you so much to 

everyone who helped, prayed, donated and served!  



 


Elijah Crow 

 


Sadie Beauchamp,  

Judy Harbin, Jan Roe 
 

 


 Robert Lyle 




 

The parables we 

love....with a twist.  

 

July 2    

Luke 15:25 -32 

 

July 9   

Matthew 25:1 -13 

 

July 16  

 Luke 18:9 -14 

 

July 23  

 Matthew 20:1 -15 

 

July 30   

Luke 10:25 -37  


July 2 -    Gina Hagan  

July 9 -   Gina Hagan  

July 16 -   Tara Wood  

July 23 -   Gina Hagan  

July 30 - Gina Hagan  

 


Week 1-  Dave Moon, Lee Hagan  

Week 2-  Tom Murphy, Al Fleming  

Week 3-  Bill Davis, Jack Legg  

Week 4- Att Stephenson, Jimmy Bolton  

Week 5-  Jack Legg, Bill Davis  


Reece Morris  




7/2 Lori Martin 

7/8 Kristen Hill 

7/9 Ted Evans, Reed Cassidy 

7/12 Louellen Besuden 

7/13 Ellen Carey, Jacob Bailey 

7/16 Brenda Meadows 

7/17 Stephanie Barnett 

7/19 Ed Adams 

7/20 Jessica Outz 

7/22 Donald McFadden 

7/23 John Malner, Megan Karles 

7/25 Parker Moon 

7/26 George Turk 

7/28 Jimmy Hooper 

7/30 John Gaissert 

7/31 Stacey Beauchamp, Stacy Oxley 

  

  

7/1 Mr. & Mrs. George Turk 
 

7/7 Mr. & Mrs. David Stephenson 
 

7/10 Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Bolton 

 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sales 

 Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Lund 

7/11 Mr. & Mrs. John Dethlefs 
7/16 Mr. and Mrs. Chris Sales 
 

7/22 Dr. and Mrs. Bob Marshburn 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

2 

8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday 

School 
11:00 am Worship 
Youth Return from 

retreat  

3 4 

Church Office Closed 
 

10:00 am Youth  
Summer Fun Day! 

5 
 

10:00 am Youth   
Summer Fun Day! 

6 7 

 

8 

8:30 am Youth 
Selling Donuts at 

Quality Foods 

9 
SECOND SUNDAY 
8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday 

School 
11:00 am Worship 

  

10 

 

11 

10:00 am Prayer and  
          Care Group 

 
10:00 am Kids  

Summer Fun Day! 

12 

10:00 am Youth   
Summer Fun Day! 

  

13 

 

14 

 

15 

iServe Food Truck 

16 

  8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday 

School    
11:00 am Worship 

 

17 

 

7:00 pm GDOS Meeting 

 

 

18 

10:00 am Prayer and  
          Care Group 

 
10:00 am Kids  

Summer Fun Day! 
 
 
 

19 

10:00 am Youth   
Summer Fun Day! 

 

 
 
 
 

20 

 

 
 

21 22 

23 

8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday 

School    
11:00 am Worship 

2:00 pm Connectional 
Group 5 @ Homer 

UMC 
 

24 

6:00 pm  Stephen 

Ministry 

 

 

 
 

25 

10:00 am Prayer and  
          Care Group 

 
10:00 am Kids  

Summer Fun Day! 
 

7:00 pm Trustees 
 

26 

 

10:00 am Youth   
Summer Fun Day! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

27 28 29 

30 

8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday 

School    
11:00 am Worship 

 

31      






Visit us online at: WWW.COMMERCEFUMC.ORG 

16 Cherry St. (Church Office) 

54 Cherry St. (Church/Preschool) 

Commerce, GA 30529 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

706-335-4018 (Office) 

www.commercefumc.org 

Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net 

 

Like us on                                              at facebook.com/commercefumc  

 

Editor: Libby Christiansen 

Start collecting school supplies now in preparation for our Back -to-

School Bash, which will be held on August 6th at 5:00 PM in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  Each year UMW sponsors this project to collect school 

supplies for needy children and distribute them to the schools in our 

community.   More specific details will  follow on the Back -to-School 

Bash festivities, but we wanted to get out the request for school sup-

plies and provide the list below of items that will be needed.  
 

Packs of # 2 pencils     Packs of Washable Markers  

24 count crayons     Fiskar Scissors 

Loose leaf wide -ruled Paper    Glue sticks  

3ó  3-ring binders     2ó  3-ring binders  

3ó X 5ó index cards    4ó X 6ó index cards 

3-prong folders with pockets    Erasers 

Hi-Liters      Colored pencils  

1ó 3-ring binders     Notebook Dividers  

Spiral Notebooks     Fine tip Sharpies   

Adult size scissors     Ballpoint pens  

8 count crayons     Hand-held pencil sharpeners  

Pencil top erasers     Rulers 

Elmerõs glue     Pocket dictionary  

Kleenex      Wet wipes  

Hand sanitizer      Sandwich size Zip-lock bags  

Plastic pencil boxes     Dry Erase Markers  

Colored Markers     1 Ĭ ò 3-ring binders  

Look for th
e dinner 

sign up inside the 

bulletin!  


