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The Only Thing Certain in this Life is Change… 

“Let’s face it, most of us don’t like change. We like the comfort of knowing what to 

expect and how to act and react to most events…and now, we find ourselves in the 

midst of change…a big one.” 

I wrote those words to you in my first newsletter article four years ago. Yes, believe it or not it 

has been four years. Together we have had many “firsts” together… a female pastor, flooding 

buildings, drippy ceilings, births of children and grandchildren, baptisms of babies, and deaths 

of loved ones.  This journey together is one that has blessed and shaped me in ways that I will 

carry throughout my ministry in the church.   

Together we have done church and been the church to our community. In this post-COVID      

season, I believe the church will need to rethink and revision what it means to be present and 

participate in its community. We will need bigger dreams and need to seek the direction of and 

listen intensely to the direction of the Holy Spirit. It’s almost as if this season is a sort of Pentecost 

for each of us. Remember we serve a dynamic and living God and our ministry should always 

changing and evolving. 

I will continue to pray for Commerce First and the ministries of this church. You have become 

more than members to me, but family to me and I love you dearly. Thank you for your love, care, 

and ministry together. I will continue to pray for Joshua and Stephanie and pray you are doing 

the same. Embrace them and support them in every way as they move into this new community 

and Commerce First. If they receive a fraction of the support and care I have received from you, 

they will be truly blessed and loved.  

In Numbers 6 the Lord told Aaron to pray this prayer over the people of Israel and I pray it over 

each of you: 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.  May the 

Lord show you his favor and give you peace.” 

With affection and gratitude, 

Pastor Kathy 

 

 

In honor of Commerce First UMC 20 Bibles will be distributed by members of the Gideons International 

to help transform lives through the word of God. Donated by Rev. Kathy Lamon 

 

“ Dear First UMC, Thank you for a wonderful time of ministry together! Grace and peace, Kathy Lamon” 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Remember your donations to the Banks-

Jackson Food Bank make a difference to those 

who are struggling during this difficult time. 

Please drop off items at the church office. Cash 

contributions are also accepted. Checks can 

be made payable to CFUMC and designated 

to food bank on the memo line. The Food Bank 

also needs volunteers for 1st, 3rd, and 5th 

Wednesdays. Call 706-335-5143 for more info. 

 

 

 

Each month we will feature pictures and stories from our church’s 178 proud years. If you have 

anything you would like to submit for this column, email us at cmcoffice@windstream.net.  

The CFUMC Preschool has its origins in church program that was started in the late 1940’s. It was 

then called ‘Mrs. Gillespie’s Kindergarten’ after the organizer Mrs. Ruby Gillespie. Classes were 

first held in her home and then later were moved to the church where they are still located. We 

love our Preschool and are grateful for Mrs. Gillespie’s vision that continue on today!  

 

We are excited to welcome a variety of 

guest preachers to lead us June 6th-July 4th 

 

June 6th-Kay Haugen 

June 13th-Rev. Mike McLemore 

June 20th-John Clough and  

Rev. Bennett Clough 

June 27th-Rev. Jimmy Moor 

July 4th-Garry Glenn 

Ruby Gillespie, organizer of the Preschool, 

with her husband Charles 

One of the early Preschool classes posing outside the 

church fellowship hall in 1950 



Ray Morris 

Jana and Zachary Mitcham 6/1 

Nadine and Roger Waters  6/1 

Karen and Tommy Benton  6/6 

Bette Rose and Mike Bowers 6/8 

June and Tom Murphy  6/8 

Nancy and David Nichols  6/12 

Kristen and Daniel Hill  6/16 

Kim and Steve Savage  6/18 

Linda and Charles Exley  6/19 

Alice and Robert Lyle  6/21 

Janet and Edward Adams  6/22 

Johnnie and Charles Blair  6/24 

Harriet and Josh Rider  6/26 

 

Jana Mitcham  6/4 

Daniel Wood  6/7 

Sally Bunker May  6/8 

Arkey Crocker  6/11 

Joe Fenn   6/15 

Betty Turk   6/15 

Anna Diemond  6/19 

Barb Easterday  6/25 

Harrison Lund  6/25 

Charles McMullan  6/26 

Amy Harbin   6/27 

Rebecca Dethlefs  6/28 

 

Carolyn Stephenson 

May 31st 

 

Received to Date: $159,392.12 

Budget to Date: $192,248.75 

Expenses to Date: $158,979.04 

—

 

June 28th-July 2nd 

We are excited that once again 

we are one of a select number 

of churches to host GROW 

Camp on our campus this   

summer!  Glisson provides the counselors 

for this fun day camp experience for older 

kids. GROW is for rising 1st-6th graders.  

Monday-Thursday 9am-5:30pm and Friday 

9am-12:30pm. Register online at  

http://growdaycamps.org/register/ 



Disheartening and devastating are words that describe our 

feelings as we watched water pour into the upstairs 

classroom in the Sanctuary and down to the choir room 

ceiling.  The heavy rain that we had in early May found 

many sources to enter the metal roof.  The roof seems to 

only leak when we have a very heavy downpour for a long 

time.  BoneDry Roofing had repaired this roof in November 

and we had replaced and repaired ceilings, painted walls, etc.  BoneDry sent their 

“commercial” installer out this time to survey the roof.  Several issues were pointed out 

such as the metal sheets had been installed backwards and no butyl liner had been 

placed between them.  Several places around HVAC units and entries of electrical wires 

need attention.  We will negotiate with BoneDry on a proposal to make these repairs. As 

many of you know, this roof has had issues over many years.  Each “patch-up” was 

thought to fix the problem. So, we pray that we can finally have no leaks. 

 

On a more positive note, Trustees have repaired the fence around the church property.  

A group of 8 Trustees and volunteers worked tirelessly over three days, installing 18 

new posts and mixing 34 bags of cement in 2 wheel barrows. We will pressure wash it 

and stain it to improve its appearance. 

 

Another project has been completed.  EMC has installed a fire system which includes 

smoke detectors and heat sensors in the Sanctuary, FLC, and the Education Building.  

We learned that such a system had been in place years ago in the Sanctuary and the 

Education Building, but was not operational. We already have protection in the Office 

Building. The Trustees will install several carbon monoxide sensors in the Education 

Building and Youth Room. 

 

Hopefully, wi-fi in the Education Building has improved.  We replaced two bridges on 

the roof that were about 10 years old and water from the heavy rain had damaged them.  

The Trustees are looking into improving our entire wi-fi system.   

 

The lights and audio-visual system in the Sanctuary are controlled by a panel upstairs in 

the Sanctuary.  This panel has been causing issues for some time. We were fortunate that 

it could be reworked so that it will last another few years. 

 

Work in the Youth Room continues. We have sheetrock on the wall behind the stage and 

it is almost ready to be painted. The wall in the pantry is ready to be painted. 

 

Your Trustees will keep on keeping-on!!! 

                                    

 -Linda Exley, Chair, Board of Trustees 



 
June 2021 Prayer List 

“Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay alert by hanging in there                                      

and praying for all believers.”- Ephesians 6:18 

Our men and women in the military: 

Ryan Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Karl Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Tyler Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Bobby Marshburn, Ensign in the Navy  

Keenen McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,  

US Army 

Mason McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,    

US Army 

Major Scott Powell, son of Thomas Powell, US Army 

Steven Wheeler, brother-in-law of Jan Roe 

  

  

Prayers of Our Pastors 

Rev. Joshua and Stephanie Carr, Commerce First UMC 

Rev. Kathy Lamon, Chaplewood UMC 

Rev. Bennett Clough, Dunagan Chapel UMC 

 

Prayers for strength and healing: 

Courtney Allen, friend of Linda and Charles Exley 

Ronnie Bagwell, brother of Linda Lamb 

Raymond Bennett, friend of Mary and Chester Walters 

Dennis Burnett, brother of Dave Moon 

Arkey Crocker 

Colleen Cunningham 

Anna and Glenn Diemond 

Willie Durham, brother of Dave Moon 

Bobby Evans, brother of Nadine Waters 

Ricky Hutchins, friend of Bob Griffeth 

Angela Ivey, friend of Mary Walters 

Ed Lacey, brother-in-law of Anne Fleming 

Lynn Meadows, sister of Larry Meadows 

Bud McFearson, friend of Mary Walters 

Todd Mize 

Patrick Murphy, brother of Tom Murphy 

Beth Pierce 

Ray Rayburn, nephew of Larry Meadows  

Beth Steed, friend of Kathy Lamon 

Dot and Keith Sumner 

Those in Assisted Living: 

Brookside Senior Living 199 W. West Gary Rd., Commerce, GA  

30529): Charles McMullan (Cottage 179);  Margie Brown; Bo     

Holland (130) 

Bountiful Hills (200 Bolton Ave, Commerce, GA  30529):   

Helen Siegel (111) 

Jackson Oaks Senior Living ( 50 Sumner Way, Jefferson, GA  

30549 ):  Ann Linn (260) (Mother of Chad Linn) 

  

Those at home: 

Louellen Besuden (332 Victoria St., Commerce, GA 30529) 

Lucy Gailey  (228 Honeysuckle Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Brenda Hay (183 Lathan St. Commerce, GA 30529) 

Jan Johnson (706 Deadwyler Road, Maysville, GA 30558) (Mother 

of Dynelle Martin) 

Velma Long (34 Norwood Dr. Normal, Il. 61761)  (Mother of Janni 

Martin) 

Dr. Don McFadden  (119 University Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Beverly Nesbit  (112 Glenloch Way, Commerce, GA  30529) 

Gayle Pritchett (289 Wilson Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Pat and Jimmy Purcell (108 Windy Hills Rd. Commerce, GA 

30529) 

Bernice Scott (1430 Mason Dixon Dr., Marion, VA  24354) 

 

Prayer Requests For Our Community & Beyond: 

For the many who are struggling with the effects of the 

COVID pandemic in our church family and community 

Our church, its ministries, and leadership 

Our country, our community, and our church leaders 

For those affected by injustice and violence in all the 

ways they present themselves 

All medical and emergency personnel 

Our UMC Pastors transitioning to new churches 



 

Trustees 

Linda Exley (Chair) 

Brian Anderson 

Robert Lyle 

George Turk 

Ray Morris 

Sally May 

Josh Rider 

Joe Fenn 

Joanna Suarez 

 

  

Staff-Parish Relations 

Charles Blair (Chair) 

 Stewart Smith 

Pam Barnett 

Matt Lund 

Jason Phillips 

Bette Rose Bowers 

Tom Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance/Administrative Council 

Dave Moon (Administrative Chair) 

Bill Davis (Finance Chair) 

Shonda Jones-Leggett 

Lee Hagan 

Elton Collins 

Dave Moon 

Jean Davis 

Al Fleming 

June Murphy 

Lisa Nesbit 

Bennett Clough 

 

 



Thanks to everyone who came out to repair the church fence!  


