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We’re Back…Soon 

 

A year ago, we received word that we needed to suspend meeting on campus 

until we got past this new and deadly virus called COVID.  I was optimistic that 

we might be out a couple of weeks, at the worst. I never imagined the length of 

time we would restrict in-person gatherings to keep friends and family safe…I 

never imagined this illness would require a vaccine to be developed and de-

ployed…and I never, ever imagined over 500,000 people in our country would die due to this 

virus. To be honest as I look back over 2020 I am stunned at all that we have experienced and  

endured. 

Like many of you, my holidays were lonely since my out of town family could not safely travel to 

share the holidays with me. For all of us, visits with family and friends during this season of 

COVID have been limited; we must be careful with even those who live nearby because we     

interact with different groups of people. And, even now as we see things getting better, I        

continue to distance myself from others. I miss the days of welcoming hugs, handshakes, and 

smiling faces…especially I miss the hugs.  

I need some hopeful news to accompany the sunshine and daffodils I see peeking through. So…I 

am more than excited to announce that we are moving back to in-person worship in our beautiful 

sanctuary on March 14th at 11:00.  We will continue to offer the service each Sunday via 

LiveStream for members who are not yet comfortable returning to in-person worship and any 

regular online viewers. In order for our gatherings to remain safe, we will continue our             

precautions of social distance seating, masks required while on campus, and the use of hand  

sanitizer stations at each entrance. Although we have taken down the barriers by pew, we ask 

family units honor at least a 6ft space between each, and the balcony remains closed to all but 

the technical team.   

I also have another exciting piece of news. Sunday school for the children will resume at 10:00 in 

their classrooms with teachers wearing masks and honoring CDC guidelines as well.  Adult  

classes are making the decisions individually.  However, if they choose to meet on campus 

adult classes may need to adjust the location to address distancing guidelines. We will let you 

know more as we get closer to the March 14th. 

 

Now just a few reminders as we prepare to meet on campus: 

• All attendees (over 3 years) must wear a mask when indoors. We will have disposable masks 

available at the entrances for those who do not have one. 

• Our nursery (3 years and younger) will be available from 9:45-12:15 to provide coverage for 

Sunday school and worship. 

• Children (ages 3 years – Kindergarten) will be dismissed from the 11:00 service to Children’s 

church with their volunteer leaders.    

• Please refrain from handshakes and hugs inside the worship space.  

• Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plates either before or after the ser-

vice. 

• Bulletins will continue to be available online or via a QR code found in the pew  

 

Know that I am thankful for each of you and your encouraging support. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Kathy 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Remember your donations to the Banks-

Jackson Food Bank make a difference to those 

who are struggling during this difficult time. 

Please drop off items at the church office. Cash 

contributions are also accepted. Checks can 

be made payable to CFUMC and designated 

to food bank on the memo line. 

Each month we will feature pictures and stories from our church’s 178 proud years. If you have 

anything you would like to submit for this column, email us at cmcoffice@windstream.net.  

This month our picture features Emma Darsey (1905-2003). Mrs. Darsey, an active member of 

Commerce FUMC for many years, served as the Chairperson of the Sanctuary Needlepoint  

Committee.  

This Committee, consisting of 13 women, began work on the Sanctuary kneelers and altar chairs 

in 1971; they spent 6 months researching Christian symbols to include and approximately 6,000 

hours doing the embroidery work. The project was completed in 1972 and dedicated “For the 

glory of God and for the beauty of his church.”  

So we may better appreciate this beautiful work, over the next number of weeks we will feature 

each kneeler and give a description of the symbols included on our Facebook and Instagram 

pages.  

 

Hi church family!  I’m what 

Kathy calls a “cradle Methodist”, meaning I 

grew up in the nursery of Commerce First  

United   Methodist, and continued in the       

children’s and youth programs until I left for 

college.  Since then, I’ve earned two college 

degrees, lived in three different states, and 

worked in two      Fortune 500 companies in 

both Accounting and Production Control.  Now 

I am retired from the corporate world, taking 

care of my mother, who has Parkinson’s        

disease, and enjoying working with all of you 

in the church office. 



Brian Anderson 

3/20  Becky and David Huss 

3/25  Donna and Ron Wilson 

3/3  Elizabeth Phillips 

3/4  Beverly Nesbit 

3/5  Gabriele Malner 

3/7  Carol McFadden 

3/7  Shirley Parham 

3/9  Makayla Malner 

3/10  Pam Barnett 

3/10  Ray Lamb 

3/14  Bette Rose Bowers 

3/15  Lee Hagan 

3/20  Roger Beauchamp 

3/20  Janet Thomas 

3/21  Jane Bedell 

3/22  Kinsey Phillips 

3/25  Lisa Nesbit 

3/26  Anne Fleming 

3/26  Brenda Hay 

3/29  Pat Purcell 

3/31  Jean Davis Kristen Hill 

As of February 28th 

 

Received to Date: $23,286.05 

Budget to Date: $76,899.50 

Expenses to Date: $53,008.92 

 

 

 

I hope you’ve enjoyed the home deliveries 

of lessons and movies from Anne Fleming 

and myself as we try to stay connected to our 

kids. Although we haven't been able to   

gather for events, we are looking forward to 

the Egg hunt on Palm Sunday March 28th; it 

will be at the Bower's Farm at 5pm. We are 

asking everyone to bring a side dish. Don’t 

forget to post to our Children’s Ministry page 

on Facebook so we can keep 

up with each other and see 

how  everyone is doing. We 

want to see your fun and crazy 

pictures! 

We are excited to host Grow 

Camp again this. This week-long 

local camp is held here at CFUMC 

and is provided by Camp Glisson. 

Not only is this a great local camp 

experience, it also gives valuable leadership 

training to high school students and young 

adults. Camp is open to all children in the 

community, so   invite friends and neighbors 

to join us!    Registration is now open at 

www.glisson.org 

Sherri  



 

Just when you feel you have turned the corner of darkness 

toward light you find the groundhog has seen his shadow, 

and we will have six more weeks of winter.  As I write this 

flash, the wind chill is low, we have had enormous amounts 

of rain, but we can take solace that we are approaching spring and Easter and 

flowers and flip-flops.  Your Trustees have been busy…    

 

Roofs on both the Victoria Street house and the Office Building have been 

replaced.   The roof on the FLC has been repaired by replacing caulking, old 

screws, and coping. Gutter guards have also been installed. It is hard to believe 

that it is 20 years old! 

We have repaired peeling plaster on several interior walls in the Sanctuary.  Rainy 

weather has prevented Tri-State Waterproofing Solutions, LLC to address the water 

issues in the Youth Room.  That work will begin whenever weather permits. 

John Waldrop is working to remove limbs hanging over the driveway back of the 

Education Building, pecan trees along the fence by the Potters house, one pecan 

tree on the front lawn, and the sasanqua in the courtyard.   

The roof over the classrooms upstairs and the choir room continued to leak.  We 

think we have finally determined the last issue.  The gutter was not installed 

properly so that water coming off the roof rolled down the wall and not into the 

gutter. That has been addressed. Now we will repair the damage to the ceiling and 

around the HVAC unit in the corner classroom upstairs. 

We are looking forward to starting worship in the Sanctuary this month.  The choir 

room has a new look, and Leeann has done a wonderful job of reorganizing it. The 

closet next to the choir room where the banners are stored has been repaired, 

painted and re-organized. 

The Trustees are assessing our fire protection which includes fire extinguishers, 

smoke detectors, and carbon monoxide detectors.  We are working with EMC to 

give us a comprehensive, updated plan.  

The fence that surrounds the backside of our campus is in need of much repair.  

That work will begin as soon as the weather permits. 

We continue to assess our options to make the front doors to the Sanctuary easier 

to lock and unlock as well as to add egress bars. Someone has suggested that 

perhaps we should paint them red!  Feedback is requested, talk to any of us. 

The exterior doors of the Education Building, Chapel, and Sanctuary as well as the 

windows in the Chapel need painting.  We are in the process of getting bids to do 

that work. 

If the virus has been any good, it HAS allowed us to move forward on maintenance.  

I hope Easter finds us in a better position to experience it. 

                                                           

 -Linda Exley, Chair, Board of Trustees 



 
March 2021 Prayer List  

“Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay alert by hanging in there                                      

and praying for all believers.”- Ephesians 6:18 

Our men and women in the military: 

Ryan Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Karl Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Tyler Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Bobby Marshburn, Ensign in the Navy  

Keenen McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,  

US Army 

Mason McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,    

US Army 

Major Scott Powell, son of Thomas Powell, US Army 

Steven Wheeler, brother-in-law of Jan Roe 

  

  

 

Prayers for strength and healing: 

Rev. Carlton Allen 

Courtney Allen, friend of Linda and Charles Exley 

Ronnie Bagwell, brother of Linda Lamb 

Tara Beauchamp 

Raymond Bennett, friend of Mary and Chester Walters 

Bill Bristow, brother-in-law of Larry Meadows 

Dennis Burnett, brother of Dave Moon 

Anna and Glenn Diemond 

Willie Durham, brother of Dave Moon 

Bobby Evans, brother of Nadine Waters 

Angela Ivey, friend of Mary Walters 

Ed Lacey, brother-in-law of Anne Fleming 

Lynn Meadows, sister of Larry Meadows 

Bud McFearson, friend of Mary Walters 

Shirley Meeks, friend of Phillips family 

Todd Mize 

Beth Pierce 

Ray Rayburn, nephew of Larry Meadows  

Dot and Keith Sumner 

Anne Marie Thomas, sister-in-law of Anna Diemond 

 

Those in Assisted Living: 

Brookside Senior Living 199 W. West Gary Rd., Commerce, GA  

30529): Charles McMullan (Cottage 179);  Margie Brown; Bo     

Holland (130); Hailey Fleming (114)  

Hill Haven Nursing Home (880 Ridgeway Road, Commerce, GA  

30529):  William Wallace Vaughan 

Bountiful Hills (200 Bolton Ave, Commerce, GA  30529):   

Helen Siegel (111) 

Jackson Oaks Senior Living ( 50 Sumner Way, Jefferson, GA  

30549 ):  Ann Linn (260) (Mother of Chad Linn) 

  

Those at home: 

Louellen Besuden (332 Victoria St., Commerce, GA 30529) 

Lucy Gailey  (228 Honeysuckle Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Brenda Hay (183 Lathan St. Commerce, GA 30529) 

Jan Johnson (706 Deadwyler Road, Maysville, GA 30558) (Mother 

of Dynelle Martin) 

Velma Long (34 Norwood Dr. Normal, Il. 61761)  (Mother of Janni 

Martin) 

Dr. Don McFadden  (119 University Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Beverly Nesbit  (112 Glenloch Way, Commerce, GA  30529) 

Gayle Pritchett (289 Wilson Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Pat and Jimmy Purcell (108 Windy Hills Rd. Commerce, GA 

30529) 

Bernice Scott (1430 Mason Dixon Dr., Marion, VA  24354) 

 

Prayer Requests For Our Community & Beyond: 

For the many who are suffering the effects of the COVID 

pandemic in our church family and community 

CFUMC Preschool teachers and students  

All educators, students, and all in our school systems 

Our church, its ministries, and leadership 

Our country, our community, and our church leaders 

For those affected by injustice and violence in all the 

ways they present themselves 

All medical and emergency personnel 



Join us in-person or online this month as we 

continue our Lenten sermon series, 

“Covenant.” Each week we will explore one of 

the different  covenants made throughout 

Scripture in view of the covenant that God has 

made with us 

March 7  

More Than Laws – Exodus 20:1-17 

 

March 14  

More Than Life - Numbers 21:4-9 

 

March 21 

More Than Before – Jeremiah 31:31-34 

We hope you are enjoying our Lenten family 

mission calendar.  As you do each daily      

activity and collect the coins for that day you 

are teaching your children about helping   

others in a fun and caring way.  Your coin can 

be a penny, nickel, dime, quarter, half-dollar, 

or dollar….you decide. On Easter Sunday we 

will ask everyone to bring their offering to 

the altar (either actual coins or check) for the 

mission donation.  

This year half of funds collected go to the 

Banks-Jackson Food Bank and half to Grace 

Rural Health Clinics in Haiti, run by the     

United Methodist Committee on Relief. 100% 

of funds collected will go directly to both of 

these ministries and be used in ministry, not       

overhead or administrative costs. 

 

 

 

Advance #418847  

More than 160,000 individuals live in           

secluded villages throughout northern Haiti, 

without accessible healthcare closer than 

hours or even day of walking. There is a lack 

of health education, health services, and 

hope. The Integrated Community Health    

project will continue to provide mobile clinic 

services throughout northern Haiti and        

educate the communities. The project aims to 

provide tuberculosis control, vaccines, health 

education, and community-based healthcare 

for the families. By empowering communities 

to take charge of their own health, UMCOR is 

bringing powerful, effective, and sustainable 

change to rural Haiti. Advance #418847  




