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Was There Really a Winner?

16 Cherry St.

Last fall we had several conversations about the structure of our church in preparation of an upcoming Called General Conference of the United Methodist Church that was held in February
of this year. The main purpose of this special session was to address concerns about human sexuality which had been part of an ongoing conversation for years. Over a two year period three
plans were developed to be voted upon: The One Church Plan, The Traditionalist Plan, and the
Simple Plan. By the time General Conference convened, there were only two options to be voted upon: The One Church Plan and the Traditionalist Plan.”

Commerce, GA 30529

706-335-4018 (Office)

Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net
Like us on FACEBOOK!

After days of conversation, debate, and argument, The Traditionalist Plan, with some modifications, won the election. As you can imagine the Press was there and seemed overjoyed to report
on the dissention and frustration witnessed among the Christians during the conference. Rather
than reflecting Jesus and working together in love, our delegates displayed much of the anger,
dissention, and posturing seen in the world around us. Those who believed strongly in The One
Church Plan felt betrayed and abused by the words spoken on the floor of the conference. In
short, we were not a good witness for Christ.

Second Sunday Report
The Results:
April 14thOur Congregation brought 8 bags of donations and $350 and other assorted food items!

Our Next Challenge:
May 12th–
Food bank is running critically low on Canned Foods (any type)
Cash contributions are also accepted and appreciated. The food bank is able to purchase
items at a discounted rate
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…”

Matthew 25:35

What do the results of the election mean to you, to me, to Commerce First? As far as any immediate changes to our church or church law, there are none. As far as our witness to the community and the world around us, the impact is significant. The publicity and negative talk has detracted from the mission of the church, which is “go and make disciples for Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.” It has damaged our witness in the eyes of many and some have
left the church. We are the people of God called to do no harm, yet the responses made publically were used as weapons hurt many brothers and sisters in Christ.
My request for us all is to refocus our efforts on being the church. Let us be a place where all
are welcome and the resurrected Christ is proclaimed. May our efforts be those of love toward
all in our community and find ways to live a positive and loving Christian witness. Let us continue to build the kingdom of God one relationship at a time.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Kathy

Combined worship service at 10:00 am on May 26th
Church office will be closed on May 27th
Altar Guild will meet on May 28th at 6:00pm
Trustees will meet on May 28th at 7:00pm

Hannah Circle will meet on May 14th at 2:00p
Circle 5 will meet on May 14th at 7:00p
Circle 3 will meet on May 20th at 7:00p

Athens Area Walk to Emmaus Gathering

Commerce FUMC, Friday, May 10, 2019, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy singing, Communion, fellowship, light refreshments
with the Emmaus community and learn more about attending Walk to Emmaus in April,
2020. For more information talk to Al Fleming or Tom Murphy.

3, 2, 1…. BLAST OFF!!!
CFUMC Mission to Mars VBS
Sunday, June 2nd-Thursday, June 6th
5:30 pm -Dinner
6:00-7:30 pm– VBS
Ages 3 years old-4th grade
5th grade-12th grade are welcome to serve as Junior Counselors
Please register here: http://www.commercefumc.org/general.html
We will celebrate Graduate Recognition on Sunday, May 5 at the 11:00 am
service. Please let Libby Christiansen know of any high school or college
graduates so that we don't leave anyone out! She can be reached at
cmcoffice@windstream.net or by phone (706-335-4018). Please contact
Libby by May 1st.

Family Night Supper
We will have two family night suppers in May.
Family Night Suppers will resume in September!
You can call the church office to sign up or sign up through the church website.
Family Night supper line up for May:
May 1st– Pasta/ Salad
May 8th– Meatball Subs/Salads
Reminder: Suggested donation for meals is $5 per person or $15 per family. The family rate is for
immediate family members who are living at home. Please help us continue to be able to offer low cost meals
by paying the appropriate rate for your family.

Commerce FUMC Youth
Group News!
Sunday School
May 5, 12, 19
Our Focus during Sunday School this month is the Book of Acts
Wonderful Wednesday—May 1, 8, 15
We are finishing up our study on “Rabbi”, and will be celebrating the
end of WW on the 15th with some Minute to Win it Games & Pizza!
May 1st—Final payment due for Lake Junaluska Trip
May 3rd—Shrek Musical is playing at Commerce High School May 3rd @ 7pm. Meet me
there to support our Youth who are participating in the play!
May 18th—We are going on a hike! Meet me at the church at 9am for a hike to Tallulah Falls!
May Birthdays:
Becca McMurray- May 5
John Gary- May 19
Addie Mitchum- May 28
Avery Byrd- May 31
Show us some love! If you are able to attend any of these events to support our students, here
is "What’s Happening”. If you can’t attend- pray for a successful and fun time!
May 2-4 Shrek Musical is playing at Commerce High School. Come support Makayla and our
other students who are participating in the play!
May 17-19 Reed has a baseball tournament in Pigeon Forge.
May 20-21 Logan has a State Golf Tournament
May 2nd is National Day of Prayer
Join your teachers, friends, and student body in the following prayer.
“Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous. Teach me to serve You as You deserve, to give and
not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not so seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, knowing I am doing Your will.” Amen - St. Ignatius Loyola
Be a blessing!
Leigh

STEWARDSHIP CORNER, By: Tom Murphy, Stewardship Chair
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“WHY?”
Like Christmas, Easter is over. “Christ has died.” But, like Christmas, Easter is never over. “Christ
has risen. Christ will come again.”
I was in a book study recently studying a book titled “The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel. It’s long –
450+ pages – and very analytical BUT is a great story of a man’s two year journey from being an
atheist to being a Christian. He interviewed lots of people…creditable authorities… to address the
question [my paraphrase], “Is Jesus Christ the Real Deal?” I invite you to read the book to find out
what he found out. Look on page 23 for the actual questions he wanted to answer.
There was another question he posed that was spirit lifting. It has to do with time, talents, giving. It is
a question you might ask yourself with regards to your own giving. Something like, “Why would I be a
good steward and give of my time, my talents and my gifts to make disciples of Jesus Christ?”
Below is the statement Strobel made and the question he asked at the end of his final interview with
Alexander Metherell, MD, PhD.
“Jesus intentionally walked into the arms of his betrayer, he didn’t resist arrest, he didn’t defend himself at his trial – it was clear that he was willingly subjecting himself to
what you’ve described as a humiliating and agonizing form of torture. And I’d like to
know why. What could possibly have motivated [Jesus] to agree to endure this sort of
punishment?”
Metherell answered, “I suppose the answer can be summed up in one word – and that would be…”

Combined Worship Service
May 26, 2019
10:00 am
Casual service in the Family Life center

1
10:00a Ladies’ Study
10:00a Bible Study
5:00p Bible Study
5:15p Wonderful Wednesday
5:15p Youth
6:00p Family Night Supper
7:00p Adult Choir

2
9:00 am Men’s Study
7:00pm Bible Study

3
Youth Event

4

5
Graduation Recognition
9:00a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
11:00a Worship

6
6:30p Bible Study

7

8
10:00a Ladies’ Study
10:00a Bible Study
5:00p Bible Study
5:15p Wonderful Wednesday
5:15p Youth
6:00p Family Night Supper
7:00p Adult Choir

9
9:00 am Men’s Study
7:00 pm Bible Study

10
6:30p Emmaus
Gathering

11
i-Serve
Food Truck

12
Mother’s Day
9:00a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
10:00a Mother’s Day Tea
(children’s ministry)
11:00a Worship

13

14

15
10:00a Ladies’ Study
5:15p Wonderful Wednesday
5:15p Youth
***NO FNS SUPPER***
7:00p Adult Choir

16
9:00 am Men’s Study

17

18
Youth Event

19
9:00a Worship
10:00a Sunday School
11:00a Worship

20

21
10:00 am Prayer &
Care

22

23
9:00 am Men’s Study

24

25

26
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast-FBC
10:00a Worship

27
Office Closed

30
6:00 om Altar Guild
7:00 pm Trustees

29
10:00a Ladies’ Study
5:00p VBS Set up
7:00p Adult Choir

2:00p Hannah
Circle
7:00p Circle 5
Preschool
Graduation

6:00 pm Stephen Ministry
7:00 pm Circle 3

10:00a Ladies’ Study
7:00p Adult Choir

30
9:00 am Men’s Study

There will be a change in the church office hours. The church office will now
be closed on Friday. If you have an after hours emergency, please call Pastor
Kathy on her cell phone which is published in the church directory.
Church Office Hours are Monday– Thursday, 9:00 am– 2:00 pm
Libby’s Hours: Monday– Thursday, 8:00 am-2:00 pm
Donna’s Hours: Monday and Tuesday, 8:00 am-2:00 pm
Kathy’s Hours: By appointment

Worship Texts in May

Acolyte:
Eliza Linn

May 5
Acts 9:1-20
May 12

Altar Guild:
Kathleen Hooper,
Mary Walters

Children's Church:
Week 1Week 2–
Week 3–
Week 4–

Acts 9:36-43

Guest Pastor

Wonderful Wednesday, 5:15 pm till 6:15 pm
May 1

The Prodigal Son

May 8

Parable of the Mustard Seed

May 15

“Minute to Win It” Games with the Youth (Dinner
provided for Children & Volunteers)

Trustee:
Greeters:

May 19

NO CC
Kristin Hill
Jean Davis
No CC (Combined Service)

Children’s Ministry

George Turk

Reece Morris,
Debbie Manus

May 26
Revelation 21:1-10,
21:22-22:5

Week 1Week 2Week 3Week 4-

Sunday School, every Sunday at 10:00 am.

Counters:

On Sunday, May 12th we will have a special Mother’s Day breakfast and tea in the family life center during
Sunday School at 10:00 am. This will be a sweet event to honor our Mothers! Grandmothers are invited too!

Dave Moon, Lee Hagan
Tom Murphy, Al Fleming
Bill Davis, Jack Legg
Jimmy Bolton, Elton Collins

VBS set up and decorating day, Wednesday, May 29th. 5:00-7:00 pm. We would love lots of extra hands
help us get prepared for VBS! Please join us in the family life center. We will have a quick pizza dinner and
then start setting up for VBS. Dinner and nursery provided for volunteers.
Coming Soon! A Very Busy, Jesus Filled Summer….invite your friends to join you at all these events…
June 2 –6

Birthdays
5/1

George Evans

5/5

Bobby Marshburn, Trey Wood

5/6

Doris Smith

5/8

Charles Exley

5/16

Kathleen Hooper

5/17

Allie Christiansen

5/18

K.Ellen Hagan, Neal Smith, Jimmy Gaines

5/20

Tommy Benton

5/21

Leila Huss

5/28

Meagan Marshburn, Josh Outz, Addie Mitchum

5/30

Annette Anderson

5/31

Al Fleming, Avery Byrd

VBS will follow from 6:00 pm – 7:30. We currently need a Preschool/Pre-K Leader.

Anniversaries
5/30

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Davis

I would like to give a Big and Sincere Thank You, to everyone for all of the prayers, donations, cookies,
and time, for Kairos #9 weekend. You may not think that you were able to go into the Prison, and serve,
but you did. God was at work with the residents, which included 32 women. The seeds were planted. God is
The Master Gardner. In His timing the seeds will bring in a wonderful harvest. "There must come a time

when we stop living in the past and asking “why.” Instead, we can learn to let God turn our scars into
stars." Amen! "I was in prison and you visited me." Matthew 25:36
Blessings with Love,
Debbie Manus

Mission to Mars VBS! Dinner is nightly at 5:30 in the family life center.

June 2

Summer Camp Sunday School begins! Our Sunday school teachers will be taking a break!
Please thank your child’s Sunday School teacher! They will be back in July when school
begins. Nathan and Libby Christiansen will be teaching throughout the summer.

June 24-28

Camp Glisson GROW Day Camp! Online registration is OPEN, don’t miss this great week!
Visit www.growdaycamps.org to register

Financial Update
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

As we approach the summer season and vacation time, we ask that you continue to keep our church and our
programs in your prayers. While many people are vacationing, the church continues to operate. We will be
offering various forms of e-giving soon. You may also use automatic payments through your bank to the
church. At the current time, we are 7% below our needs to meet this year’s budget. The staff are working
very hard to keep expenses at a minimum, but our basic expenses for utilities and insurance as well as payroll
remain constant.

Financial Update for May 2019
Amount Needed through April:
Received through 4/21/19
Expenditures through 4/30/19

$147,808
$120,919
$132,070

