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                              Count Your Blessings 

 

Growing up in my local church there was an old, old hymn “Count Your     

Blessings” it was a well-loved congregational hymn. Although it was not my   

favorite song, it was one by the older folk of our congregation and we sang it 

often. Now that I have some years in my own life, I can appreciate their          

perspective and why that familiar, comforting hymn meant so much to them. It is easy to be    

overwhelmed in today’s world between political propaganda, pandemic confusion, and racial 

tension that is boiling around us…at times the emotions and rhetoric is overwhelming. When we 

find ourselves feeling overwhelmed one of the best things we can do is to stop for a moment.  

Stop and be still. When we are still….truly still, we can sort through all the emotions and allow 

God to speak to our hearts and allow us to find rest.  The Oldtimers would say, “Stop your     

whining and count your blessings.” I invite all of us to stop during this season of Thanksgiving 

and allow God to speak peace into our hearts. Although the poem below is not the same as the 

old hymn, I think it eloquently reminds us of our blessings. 

Praying you count a bountiful harvest of blessings in the days ahead. Know that I count each of 

you as one of mine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Series:  

A Season of Parables 

 

 

 

11/1- Matthew 5:1-12 - The Saints in Our Lives 

11/8 - Matthew 25:1-13 - I Wish I Could  

11/15 - Matthew 25:14-30 - Sound Investments  

11/22 - Matthew 25:31-46 - Did We See You? 

11/29 - Matthew 24:35 - First Sunday of Advent 

Count Your Blessings  
by Kelly Johnston 

 

Count your blessings instead of your crosses; 

Count your gains instead of your losses. 

Count your joys instead of your woes; 

Count your friends instead of your foes. 

Count your smiles instead of your tears; 

Count your courage instead of your fears. 

Count your full years instead of your lean; 

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 

Count your health instead of your wealth; 

Love your neighbor as much as yourself; 

Count on God instead of yourself. 

  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Kathy 

Thank you for 

the many notes, 

cards, and gifts     

during Pastor 

Appreciation 

Month. I am truly 

humbled and 

blessed by your      

kindness.” 

-Kathy 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

11/1 White Out 

11/8 Black Out 

11/15  Favorite Color 

11/22  Fall Colors 

11/29  Pajama Day 

 

The Fall Festival this year was a great success! We had 18 kids 

and over 20 adults come out for the fun . We had pizza,              

inflatables, and carnival games. The kids enjoyed the candy and 

prizes. We appreciate the volunteers help and all those who   

donated candy!   

 

     Sherri Kellum 

Children’s Ministry Director 



1st Sunday  Dave Moon and  

   Counter  

   Needed 

2nd Sunday Al Fleming and  

   Tom Murphy 

3rd Sunday Jack Legg and      

   Bill Davis 

4th Sunday  Jimmy Bolton 

   and Counter  

   Needed 

Joe Fenn 

Stewart & McKenzie Smith  11/4 

Craig & Susan Gieler  11/5 

James & Jane Bramlett  11/11 

Ray & Linda Lamb    11/25 

Stephanie Hill  11/1 

Anna Riley Phillips  11/3 

Carolyn Stephenson 11/4 

Reese Tiller   11/4 

Sophia Linn   11/5 

Joyce Phillips  11/5 

Ray Morris   11/6 

Ron Wilson   11/7 

Rebecca Marshburn 11/10 

James Bramlett  11/11 

Wesley Christiansen 11/11 

Barbara Sweetser  11/13 

Shonda Jones-Leggett 11/17 

Jimmy Bolton  11/20 

Kendell Moon  11/20 

Johnnie Blair   11/21 

Judy Harbin   11/25 

Matthew Lund  11/26 

Cathleen Hill  11/28 

Barbara Hendricks 

Brenda Hay 

Elizabeth Phillips  

As Of October 31st 

 

Received to Date: $316,166.06 

Budget to Date: $377,393.40 

Expenses to Date: $290,817.81 

Please note the Church Office will be 

closed November 11th for Veterans 

Day and November 26th for  

Thanksgiving.  



Fall is a time for leaves and leisure, normally that is.  Somehow this 

year, and I’ll spare you the enumeration of the conditions, it’s way 

different.  Your Trustees, while being attentive to the usual cares, are 

faced with substantive things that are both needed and important.   

Ongoing is the repair of the Sanctuary roof over the choir room and 

the ceilings in the choir room and the classrooms upstairs.  We have a schedule so that the choir 

room will be completed ASAP. Then the choir can move back in and we can get the Sanctuary 

ready for worship on the first Sunday in Advent (November 29). The choir room will have a new 

ceiling and new lighting.  

 

Leaking in the Youth Room has been ongoing for some time and remains on our master “to do” 

list.  The work done by Engineered Restorations last spring addressed some of the issues but 

did not address the underground issues.  A generous donor has given us money to address the 

problem. Bids from companies have offered solutions that involved a trench on the inside walls 

with sump pumps attached.  This approach put much preparatory and clean-up work on us.  

  

So, we asked Tri-State Waterproofing Solutions for a quote to address the leakage.  Their 

approach would put trenches and sump pumps on the exterior. This approach would mean less 

prep and clean-up for us.  

  

The Tri-State proposal has been approved by the Trustees. The project will be in three phases: 

We would cut a hole in the tv wall to see what is happening there. We can see that there is 

empty space behind the wall and that the framing in the wall is wet. Probably that entire wall 

will have to come out as well as the stage.   

The gutters on the Sanctuary overflow when it rains.  This also contributes to the water along the 

exterior.  So, we are assessing them as well as the downspouts and will proceed accordingly. 

The side walls would require trenches below the foundation level along the side of the building 

with a porous pipe at the bottom and sump pump with back-up batteries at the ends.  The 

exterior walls would be covered with a waterproof material and the ground would be sloped 

away from the building. The concrete pads would be removed. 

 

In placing new insurance cards in the bus and van, we discovered that someone had unlocked 

the van and tampered with the ignition.  But since the battery is dead, the theft was 

unsuccessful!  Several of you have tossed out the idea that we should sell both vehicles, trailer, 

and the shed.  We currently spend $1700 yearly for insurance on both. If you have opinions 

about this, please tell them to a Trustee.  

We have filed a claim with Church Mutual Insurance for hail damage on both the Victoria house 

roof and the Office Building Roof.  We also included the Education Building roof. A Field Claim 

Adjustor will contact us to assess our situation.  Hopefully, we can get new roofs for the price of 

our $2500 deductible. 

As always, we need your input, support and prayers.  Please stay well! 

 
 

-Linda Exley 

Chair, Board of Trustees 



 
November 2020 Prayer List 

“Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay alert by hanging in there                                                                   

and praying for all believers.”- Ephesians 6:18 

Our men and women in the 

military: 

Ryan Buckingham, nephew of 

Jane Bedell, US Army 

Karl Buckingham, nephew of 

Jane Bedell, US Army 

Tyler Buckingham, nephew of 

Jane Bedell, US Army 

Bobby Marshburn, Ensign in 

the Navy  

Keenen McDaniel, Godson of 

Janni &  Dynelle  Martin, US  

Army 

 

 

 

Mason McDaniel, Godson of 

Janni &  Dynelle Martin, US  

Army 

Austin Packer, Coast Guard, 

Friend of Ashlynn Harbin  

Major Scott Powell, son of 

Thomas Powell, US Army 

Mack Prater, request of Janet 

Varner, US Army 

Steven Wheeler,  

brother-in-law of Jan Roe 

  

  

 

Prayers for strength and healing: 

Courtney Allen, friend of Linda and Charles Exley 

Sophie Blanton, bone marrow transplant, daughter of a 

colleague Sally May 

Arlene and Jimmy Bolton 

Dennis Burnett, brother of Dave Moon 

Kim Camp, friend of Anne Fleming 

Bobby Evans, brother of Nadine Waters 

Kate Finch 

Brenda Hay 

Kathy and Jan Hoppe, friends of Janet Varner 

Angela Ivey, friend of Mary Walters 

Judy Jackson, friend of Jean Davis 

Doug Legg, brother of Jack Legg 

Ethan Lewellen, cousin of Shonda Jones-Leggett 

Carol McFearson 

Todd Mize 

Beth Pierce 

Pam Smallwood, friend of Anne Fleming  

Ray Rayburn, grand nephew of Brenda and Larry 

Amanda Ryba, niece of Annette Anderson 

Lorraine Ryba, sister of Annette Anderson 

Mildred Smith 

Dot and Keith Sumner 

Sam Torres, in hospice care, friend of Kathy Lamon  

Sharon Walton, friend of Kathy Lamon 

Rev. Shirley Wright 

Those in Assisted Living: 

Brookside Senior Living 199 W. West Gary Rd., Commerce, GA  

30529): Charles McMullan (Cottage 179);  Margie Brown; Bo     

Holland (130) ; Beverly Williams (113); Hailey Fleming (114);  Jan 

Johnson (4) (Mother of Dynelle Martin) 

Hill Haven Nursing Home (880 Ridgeway Road, Commerce, GA  

30529):  William Wallace Vaughan 

Bountiful Hills (200 Bolton Ave, Commerce, GA  30529):   

Helen Siegel (111) 

Jackson Oaks Senior Living ( 50 Sumner Way, Jefferson, GA  

30549 ):  Ann Linn (260) (Mother of Chad Linn) 

  

Those at home: 

Louellen Besuden (332 Victoria St., Commerce, GA 30529) 

Lucy Gailey  (228 Honeysuckle Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Brenda Hay (183 Lathan St. Commerce, GA 30529) 

Velma Long (34 Norwood Dr. Normal, Il. 61761)  (Mother of Janni 

Martin) 

Dr. Don McFadden  (119 University Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Beverly Nesbit  (112 Glenloch Way, Commerce, GA  30529) 

Gayle Pritchett (289 Wilson Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Pat and Jimmy Purcell (108 Windy Hills Rd. Commerce, GA 

30529) 

Bernice Scott (1430 Mason Dixon Dr., Marion, VA  24354) 

Ed Wise (PO Box 774, Commerce, GA  30529) 

 

Prayer Requests For Our Community & Beyond: 

CFUMC Preschool teachers and students  

All educators and all in our school system  

Our church, its ministries, and leadership 

Our country, our community, and our church leaders 

For those affected by injustice and violence in all the 

ways they present themselves 

All medical and emergency personnel assisting those 

with COVID 

For the many who are suffering the effects the COVID 

pandemic  

Those dealing with wildfires and those recovering from 

hurricanes  



 
 

Remember your donations to the Banks-Jackson 

Food Bank make a difference to those who are 

struggling during this difficult time. Don’t forget 

second Sunday is our donation day. If for some 

reason you cannot attend church on the second 

Sunday, you can always drop off items at the church 

office. Cash contributions are also accepted. 

Checks can be made payable to CFUMC and 

designated to food bank on the memo line. 

 

 

Our Next Challenge: 

Crackers, Condiments 

They are in desperate need of and are asking 

especially for green beans  

*Please be sure to check expiration dates          

on all items 

 

 

 

 

 

Each month we will feature pictures and stories 

from our church’s 177 proud years. If you have 

anything you would like to submit for this  

column, email us at  

cmcoffice@windstream.net.  

This month’s pictures are of Elizabeth  

Westbrook Holly Rylee. Elizabeth was born 

June 27th, 1838 and later married E.J. Rylee, a 

former Cavalryman who served in the Civil 

War. She died on May 8, 1914 at 75 years old 

and was buried in the Grey Hilly Cemetery of 

Commerce, GA. She was later memorialized by 

her family with a stained glass window when 

the current sanctuary of Commerce FUMC 

(then Commerce Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South) was built in the 1920’s. If one walks     

towards the altar and looks to the right, one can 

find Elizabeth’s window in the center of the 

sanctuary wall.  



This year's Thanksgiving celebration includes 2 ways to serve! 

 

First, we will be preparing food, assembling plates, and delivering meals to Meals on 

Wheels recipients and shut-ins, just as we have since 2003.  If you would like to participate, 

please let us know if you can cook food, assemble meals, or deliver.  Assembly of meals 

will be a small group of folks with food spread out in a large area so we can maintain social 

distancing during these COVID 19 times. All participants will wear masks and gloves for 

food and personal safety.  We may even check your temperature when you arrive!           

Delivery teams must have at least 2 members.  If you know of someone who could use a 

meal or who would love to see the smiling faces of a delivery team, please let us know so 

we can add them to our meals list.  We will be working at First Baptist Church this year.  

Details regarding the Thanksgiving Day time schedule will be sent out soon!  

 

Second, we will be filling and delivering food boxes to families that have been identified 

by the City of Commerce school system. These boxes contain all the necessary ingredients 

for a traditional Thanksgiving meal that can be prepared at home. The boxes will be       

distributed the week of November 16-20.  If you would like to help with this part of the  

ministry you can donate a specific item, donate the contents of a box (approximately $25), 

assist with distribution at school, or deliver boxes to homes. Thank you for the amazing    

response on Sunday! We were able to sponsor all of our boxes; however donations are still 

being received.  

 

In this way, we will be serving our seniors, shut-ins, and families with children - even in 

these uncertain days.  Please be in prayer for everyone - recipients and volunteers.  We  

appreciate your support for this 18th Thanksgiving Meal.    

 

To participate this year, please contact Gina Hagan via 

text or call at (706) 654-6489 for more details.   

 

Blessings to all you this holiday season! 


