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It has been another busy month here at CFUMC!  Between opportunities 

spent getting to know you individually, planning with our church leadership, 

and beginning to vision what is in front of us, I hope you sense the good 

things God is doing in our midst today.   

  

As I write this, we prepare for another large storm to come through the area.  

Ida is projected to hit somewhere in the Gulf Coast and then more than likely 

bring storms our way.  That means some concern for us with our buildings, but we trust new re-

pairs will hold.  More importantly, I think of the danger for those people in front of this storm 

long before it ever nears them.  And in a profoundly striking way, that reminds me of how God 

looks after us, even when we are not necessarily looking out for God. 

  

I think of the imagery Jesus uses of how God relentlessly and incessantly works to capture our 

hearts.  Jesus tells parables of tracking down and chasing after the lost sheep.  He spoke of the 

good father lavishly receiving his once estranged, now returned child with open arms.  He 

paints the picture of a King, maddened by his subjects wedding feast invitation being refused 

and scorned, who amazingly gives the invitation instead to the least, the last, and the lost.  We 

are the beneficiaries of these graces as God’s children.  They are for explicitly for you. 

 

It is a relatable endeavor for me at this time.  There is a strong sense God is motivating my heart 

to go after and gather the flock.  As evidence, I would point out that work has been ongoing 

through this sermon series, Who are the People of God?  It is clearly and serendipitously present 

each week, but it was not a part of the initial planning.  Do you hear God calling out to you 

through it?  God loves you so! 

  

I shared in the sermon this week on the Brokenhearted a few ways that tangibly applies to the 

question of how to gather in this season.  First, I would like to find a solution to the fact that not all 

our email and digital communications are getting to you.  Second, I would like to plan a weekly 

time of prayer.  Neither completes the mission, but both build towards its progression.  I will 

share with you our work towards completing these objectives shortly! 

 

           Blessings, 

           Joshua 

Join us Sundays in            

September as we finish 

this sermon series and 

begin a new one on          

healing. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Remember your 

donations to the 

Banks-Jackson Food 

Bank make a 

difference to those 

who are struggling 

during this difficult time. Please drop off items 

at the church office. Cash contributions are 

also accepted. Checks can be made payable 

to CFUMC and designated to food bank on the 

memo line. The Food Bank also needs 

volunteers for 1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays.                       

Call 706-335-5143 for more info. 

 

 

 
 

 Sarah has just recent-

ly joined our staff as our of-

fice secretary. She will 

available during the week 

to further communication as 

we work together to serve 

our community. 

 Sarah enjoys serving 

the local church and has participated in many 

different ministries including music, social me-

dia, youth, and kids ministries. She currently 

resides as the part-time Kids Director and 

Madison Street Baptist Church. No matter what 

department she’s serving in, she loves the op-

portunity to encourage and support other dis-

ciples of Jesus in their various callings. 

 When she’s not at church, she enjoys 

watching Marvel TV shows with her husband, 

Michael, reading (mostly dystopian fiction or 

spiritual non-fiction), and anything that will 

keep her inside and away from bugs. Michael 

has worked at the Ingles in Commerce since 

they moved to Commerce 2 years ago and is 

currently their Assistant Manager. They are 

both grateful to have moved a little closer to 

his family in Winder. 

 You can contact the church office by 

phone at (706) 543-8338 or email at 

(cmcoffice@windstream.net) if you have any 

questions about upcoming church events or 

activities. 

 

 

 

We are need of a team of people who would 

be available October 4-7 to attend to phone 

calls in the office as our secretary will be out 

of town. Please contact the church office at 

(706) 543-7049 if you are interested or would 

like more information. 

 

 



Joanna Suarez Lynnly and James Drinkard  9/9 

Barbara and Kenneth Reid  9/20 

Gina and Lee Hagan   9/25 

Noah Mithcham  9/2 

Susan Gieler  9/10 

Elise Phillips  9/10 

Daniel Hill   9/13 

Janet Adams  9/16 

Jack Legg   9/26 

Jimmy Purcell  9/28 

David Huss   9/29 

Bob Marshburn  9/29 

 

Kristen Hill 

Mary Walters 

We’ll have an financial update 

available next month. Thank you 

so much for your patience.  

  

9/5  Dave Moon 

  Lee Hagan 

9/12  Al Fleming 

  Tom Murphy 

9/19  Jack Legg 

  Bill Davis 

9/26  Jimmy Bolton 

  Elton Collins 

Please note the Church Office 

will be closed Monday,            

September 6th, in observance of 

Labor Day.  



 

 Welcome to the Trustees, Jim Williams!!  Jim is replacing Josh Rider.  We 

are pleased that he agreed to serve before Fred came through! 

 Discouraged, frustrated, overwhelmed, etc. is how the Trustees feel 

about the recent tropical depression that dumped about 5 inches of rain in a short 

time which caused more leaking in our church. Never before have we had leaks 

in three different areas at the same time. 

 The roof that we and others before us have worked so hard to repair 

leaked into the Sanctuary classrooms and down to the choir room again. Leeann remains patient and continues to 

persevere as she has already emptied the choir room twice. This was a major leak, not a drip.  Consensus is that it is 

coming from around the big HVAC units that sit on top there.  Bone Dry made many repairs on the roof as well as around 

these units but obviously they did not find all the issues.   Trustees did a water test on the units with a hose and a bucket. 

They located issues under the duct work entering the building as well as inside the units themselves. We will discuss 

these with Bone Dry and Simmons HVAC. 

 Water came into the Education Building from the playground.  Consensus is that the drain line or downspout next 

to the unused exit door could not handle the volume or is clogged.   

 In the Youth Room, water came in under the door off the ramp. The good news is that no water came through the 

waterproofing on the sides of the room or through the stage wall. A waterfall came tumbling down from the decorative 

ledge just under the gutter at the top of the Sanctuary roof. It landed on the walkway which meant that this water as well 

as water coming down the ramp gushed into the well where the drain is located. A theory is that the drain could not 

handle that much water, and thus, it ran under the door and into the Youth Room.  

 Damage would have been much worse had it not been for the efforts of Trustees, Rene and Dave Moon, Sherly 

Munoz, Pastor Joshua, and the preschool teachers. The Clean Freak machine that we use to clean floors was invaluable to 

vacuum up water.  So, things could have been much worse. There was also a tornado warning in the middle of all this! The 

children were lined up two by two in the hall. 

 On a positive note, the Victoria house is listed to lease through Eugena Stockdon of Cannon Realty.  It looks the 

best it has ever looked!!  Let’s hope that we get a wonderful tenant! If you know someone who might be interested, please 

refer them to Eugena at 678-425-7924. The rent is $1400 with pest and lawn care included. 

 The kitchen in the FLC has not been used much for some time. So, we have cleaned the ice maker and replaced 

the filter on the condenser on the refrigerator. All the appliances are in good working order. Now we need a good 

kitchen crew to clean all the appliances.  The planners of this kitchen designed an excellent space. 

 Our insurance policy with Church Mutual expires at the end of this year.  We are seeking quotes from other 

agencies so that can secure the best coverage at the best price. 

 The Trustees approved selling the van, bus, trailer, and shed if we can get reasonable prices.  The trailer and 

shed would be sold at a silent auction for church members only. 

 With all the difficulties and setbacks, we remain grateful for our Church and all the blessings it brings us. The 

Trustees remain thankful for your patience and support.  With God’s help, we will continue to press on.  

                                  

   -Linda Exley, Chair, Board of Trustees 



 

 

We appreciate everyone who participated in this year’s Back to School Bash! 

Our kids had so much fun playing waters games while our adults enjoyed    

fellowship and contributing to our School Supplies drive. Thank you for the 

impact you make in our community by supporting our local schools. 



 
September 2021 Prayer List 

“Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay alert by hanging in there                                      

and praying for all believers.”- Ephesians 6:18 

Our Men and Women in the Military: 

Ryan Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Karl Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Tyler Buckingham, nephew of Jane Bedell, US Army 

Bobby Marshburn, Ensign in the Navy  

Keenen McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,  

US Army 

Mason McDaniel, Godson of Janni &  Dynelle Martin,    

US Army 

Major Scott Powell, son of Thomas Powell, US Army 

Steven Wheeler, brother-in-law of Jan Roe 

  

 

Prayer Requests For Our Community & Beyond: 

For the many who are struggling with the effects of the 

COVID pandemic in our church family and community 

Our church, its ministries, and leadership 

Our country, our community, and our church leaders 

For those affected by injustice and violence in all the 

ways they present themselves 

All medical and emergency personnel 

 

Those in Assisted Living: 

Brookside Senior Living 199 W. West Gary Rd., Commerce, 

GA  30529): Charles McMullan (Cottage 179);  Margie Brown; 

Bo Holland (130) 

Bountiful Hills (200 Bolton Ave, Commerce, GA  30529):   

Helen Siegel (111) 

Jackson Oaks Senior Living ( 50 Sumner Way, Jefferson, GA  

30549 ):  Ann Linn (260) (Mother of Chad Linn) 

  

Those at home: 

Louellen Besuden (332 Victoria St., Commerce, GA 30529) 

Lucy Gailey  (228 Honeysuckle Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Brenda Hay (183 Lathan St. Commerce, GA 30529) 

Jan Johnson (706 Deadwyler Road, Maysville, GA 30558) 

(Mother of Dynelle Martin) 

Velma Long (34 Norwood Dr. Normal, Il. 61761)  (Mother of  

Janni Martin) 

Dr. Don McFadden  (119 University Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Beverly Nesbit  (112 Glenloch Way, Commerce, GA  30529) 

Gayle Pritchett (289 Wilson Dr., Commerce, GA  30529) 

Pat and Jimmy Purcell (108 Windy Hills Rd. Commerce, GA 

30529) 

Bernice Scott (1430 Mason Dixon Dr., Marion, VA  24354) 

 

 
Prayers for Strength and Healing: 

Ed Adams 

Louellen Besuden  

Colleen Cunningham 

Anna and Glenn Diemond 

Ricky Hutchins 

Drew McCormack 

Todd Mize 

Beverly Nesbit 

Ray Rayburn 

Bill Roberts 

John Varner 

Tully Westmoreland  

Lisa Whitmire 

Prayers of Comfort in Times of Grief: 

George and Martha Evans 

Dave Moon and family 

Dynelle and Janni Martin 

Lori, McClain and Chandler Martin 



 

Trustees 

Linda Exley (Chair) 

Brian Anderson 

Robert Lyle 

George Turk 

Ray Morris 

Sally May 

Joe Fenn 

Joanna Suarez 

Jim Williams 

 

  

Staff-Parish Relations 

Charles Blair (Chair) 

 Stewart Smith 

Pam Barnett 

Matt Lund 

Jason Phillips 

Bette Rose Bowers 

Tom Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance/Administrative Council 

Dave Moon (Administrative Chair) 

Bill Davis (Finance Chair) 

Shonda Jones-Leggett 

Lee Hagan 

Elton Collins 

Dave Moon 

Jean Davis 

Al Fleming 

June Murphy 

Lisa Nesbit 

Charles Blair 

Linda Exley 

 

 


