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Moving Forward Together

This fall there will be several conversations around the structure of the United Methodist Church and how we
move forward together around current events in our society. The structure of the United Methodist Church is a
mystery to many, and for most of us, it does not affect the way we are called to be the church in the
community. Defined as a "connectional church," our churches are connected by a system to guide our work and
govern our policies. It also allows us to pool our resources so that we may work efficiently administratively
and in ministry throughout the world. To better understand these upcoming discussions, I felt it was important
that we understand the "how" of our connection. We are linked as: Local Churches, Districts, Annual
Conferences, Jurisdictions, and the General Conference.

Each of us is familiar with our LOCAL CHURCH. It is here we live out our mission statement, "to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." We do this through worship, study,
fellowship, and serving our community. This is where the work of ministry is done.

A DISTRICT is made up of a group of churches in a geographical location supervised by an ordained
member of clergy. This District Superintendent (DS) works with churches in the District to arrange
training events and other opportunities for ministry. There are 12 Districts in the North Georgia
Conference. CFUMC is part of the Gainesville District and our (new) District Superintendent is Alice
Rogers.

An ANNUAL CONFERENCE is a grouping all the churches in a larger geographic area supervised by
a Bishop. It may include multiple states, an entire state, or part of a state. Georgia has two Annual
Conferences, North Georgia and South Georgia, and our Bishop is Sue Haupert-Johnson. CFUMC is
one of almost 1,000 churches in the North Georgia conference. Our connection as local churches
through the Conference allows us to support ministries within our boundaries and throughout the world.

JURISDICTIONS are large regional divisions of the UMC within the United States and comprised of
the Annual Conferences within their geographic boundaries. Delegates elected from Annual
Conferences meet every four years to address ministry issues within this area. This is also the body that
elects and assigns Bishops to Annual Conferences. The five jurisdictions in the United States are North
Central, Northeastern, South Central, Southeastern, and Western. CFUMC resides in the Southeastern
Jurisdiction.

GENERAL CONFERENCE

The General Conference is the highest legislative body in our denomination. Representatives from
every Annual and Central Conference (regional conferences outside the United States) meet once every
four years. Clergy and laity delegates (elected at Annual Conference) have the primary responsibility to
enact legislation for our denomination. The organization, beliefs, and official policies of the UMC are
contained in our Book of Discipline. At each four year meeting (called a quadrennial) the General
Conference reviews the Book of Discipline and has the authority to rewrite any portion of it following
very specific and well defined procedures.

Continued on next page
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Our last General Council was held in 2016 and there was much discussion about how we are called to serve
as the church. There were debates about the issue of human sexuality and ministry which became very heated.
In an effort to address the concerns of all represented, the Bishops appointed a group named The Commission
on the Way Forward. These 32 clergy and lay persons were charged to identify different solutions dealing
with this issue and its impact on the church. This is not a new discussion for the UMC. When I attended
General Conference in 2004 this was one of many heated subjects addressed and discussion about human
sexuality had been ongoing for at least the previous 8 years. After almost 2 years of work the committee has
identified three ways for the UMC to proceed. In February 2019 the UMC will be participating in a called
General Conference session where delegates will receive and vote on the report from this group.

In the coming weeks we will have an opportunity to have conversations to better understand the three
proposed plans: The One Church Plan, the Connectional Conference Plan, and the Traditionalist Plan. For
some of us, it will be an easy conversation. For others it will challenge us and ask us to confront some
longstanding beliefs. For all of us it will mean intentionally working together in love and grace. We are the
people of God and called to do no harm. Let us take that thought to heart as we begin to have these
conversations. Pray for each other, for me, for our DS, for our Bishop, for our Annual Conference, and for the
General Conference. Pray God's leading and calm as we begin this season of discussion to seek God’s will.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Kathy

You.l.h / Sunday School 10AM- September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
ji

r GrQEE] Sunday, September 2nd is College Football Spirit Day! Wear your

team’s favorite colors or jersey to service and show your love for

News football!

Wednesday Program starts back this month! 5:15-6:15 beginning September 5th!

Youth Takeover Service is September 9th! ALL youth are participating and running the
service this day! 11lam- Invite your friends and show them why you love your church!

Chili Cook off Dinner is September 26 @ 6:00pm. Do you think you have what it takes
to win? Bring your best chili and participate in a vote to see who's is best!

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wis-
dom and instruction.

Be a blessing,
Leigh
678-770-8386
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Circle 3 will meet on September 17th at 7:00p.
Hannah Circle will meet on September 18th at 2:00p.
Cirxcle 5 will meet on September 18th at 7:00p.

Calling al/l Men! On the fourth Sunday of
fellowship breakfast at the area churches. The breakfast begins at 8:00 am,

and will rotate at a different church each month. On  September 23xrd, CFUMC

will be hosting breakfast! To see a complete schedule of 2018 dates, please

see the church website.

Men's@®:
Break% '

“God of Oz” September 7" — 9™ at 7pm at the Commerce Cultural Arts Center. It is a
musical written and directed by Sunshine Duckett from Commerce. It is a beautiful play
of God's forgiveness, grace and mercy. Tickets are $10 . If you are interested in

attending, purchase tickets please call: (240) 441-3199 or visit the Commerce Downtown
Development Office (1645 South Elm Street, Commerce, GA). PRODUCTION

; Wednesday Night Fellowship Supper
- Are you in a hurry to make it to Wonderful Wednesday, Bible Study, choir or : .
- other Wednesday night activities at CFUMC? Slow down, breathe easier and - »

- share a meal with your church family. Dinner is ready and waiting for you on

EVERY Wednesday night. You will enjoy a home cooked meal prepared with NY\“N ESD Y
- love by various ministries. If your SS class for ministry would like to sign up to g

- serve a meal, please contact the church office.

: When: Wednesday nights (during the school year) 6:15pm-7:00pm

: Where: Family Life Center

Cost: Suggested donation for meals is $5 per person or $15 per family. We can accept cash or checks.

Everyone is welcome, but reservations are required. PLEASE register by noon the Tuesday before
: Wednesday Night Supper. If you forget one week, no worries, we will prepare for a few extra meals.

An Email reservation request will be sent to our church email list or you can all reserve your spot by
: calling the church office: 706-335-4018.

: For September:

S 9/5 — sponsored by Pastor Kathy

9/12 — sponsored by the CFUMC Preschool

: 9/19 — sponsored by CFUMC

: 9/26 — sponsored by CFUMC Y outh — Chili Cookoff!

Do you need help with the “af

After the funeral, after the diagnosis, after the job loss, after
the divorce, after the crisis.

Stephen Ministry: Christ caring for people through people. STEPHEN
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Is There a Bible Study in your future?
Contact the Church Office for additional information, schedules, materials, or
workbooks or if you are interested in leading a small group study.

Mondays — 7:00p—Begins September 10 -
Book Study “Half Truths” — Mixed Group - Leader: Kathy Lamon

Wednesdays — 10:00a — Begins September 5 6’@'&
Amazing Collection Bible Study — Mixed Group - Leader: Kathy Lamon &LA@

Wednesdays — 10:00a — Ray Vander Laan — That the World May Know — Ladies Group - Leader: Donna Wilson

N

Wednesdays — 5:30p—Begins September 5
Book Study “Half Truths” — Mixed Group - Leader: Kathy Lamon

Thursdays — 9:00a — Begins September 6Ray Vander Laan — That the World May Know— Men’s Group -
Leader: Mike Sales

Thursdays— 7:00p — Begins September 6 Ray Vander Laan — That the World May Know — Mixed Group -
Leader: Kinsey Phillips

Kairos Prison Event Oct 4™ — 7™
It is God's Time again at Whitworth Woman Prison in Hartwell. Kairos's Motto: Listen, Listen, Love, Love.

Please be in prayer for the Kairos team and the participants of Whitworth Women’s Facility in Hartwell as they share
the transforming love of Jesus Christ with the women there.

The mission of Kairos Prison Ministry is to share the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the
hearts and lives of incarcerated men, women and youth, as well as their families, to become loving and productive
citizens of their communities. How can you help us?

1 Pray for the residents and pray for our team of volunteers. These 32 volunteers that be going into the prison for 72

hours.
1 Buy a meal and supply ticket for $10.00 for each participant.

1 Add your first name on a strip of construction paper, and commit to lift them up in prayer. This chain is presented
and hung all the way around the gym. Thee residents are very moved and touched by this.

1 Bake cookies, we need 4 dozens homemade cookies, 6 each in a zip lock bag. (No nuts or peanut butter).

Thank you very much! Blessings with Love, Debbie Manus

Al was i n pri s onMasthew25860 u Vi



"It takes a village to raise a child". Contrary to what you may think, that saying did not
originate from one of our political figures; rather it is attributed to a centuries old African or a
Native American proverb. Thank you to the “village” of CFUMC who is making certain that
our vibrant Children’s Ministry continues as we carry on our search for a new Children’s

Director. CH I LDREN S

1 Thank you to those who love our children every Sunday morning: Anne Fleming, Patty MI NISTRY
Griffith, Alice Lyle, Ashlynn Harbin, and Renee Moon.

Thank you to those who coordinate and teach Wonderful Wednesdays: Sheen Downey, Kristen Hill, Sachi

Zelaya, and Tara Wood.
Thank you to those who lead Children’s Church: Jean Davis, Leigh Linn, Janet Adams, and Shonda Jones-
Leggett.

1 Thank you to our nursery staff: Kelsey Harbin, Annette, Anderson, Michelle Karles, and Lauren Legg.

Know that our SPRC is diligently continuing the search for our Children’s Director. Pray for this team and its work
and for this ministry. As Gina used to say, “God knows who it is...we just need to trust.”

@Sd It’s time to get back to mid-week fun! Wonderful Wednesday begins on September 5th!
6 Drop-off is at the gym in the family life center at 5:15pm. Don’t forget we will need an
“‘E“ annual registration form for each child who will be participating. Pick-up is at the ramp
ActN\(_\e / at the sanctuary door at 6:15 pm. Kids are welcome to bring friends.

Tuesday, September 4th— 2019—Budgets due to church office

Sunday, September 9th @ 3:00pm—
District Superintendent Installation at Gainesville UMC

ol

DON
FORGET

Tuesday, September 11th @ 7:00 pm—Church Council Meeting
Monday, September 24th @ 6:00 pm~ -Stephen Ministry

Tuesday, September 25th @ 7:00 pm— Trustees Meeting

Commerce FUMC Preschool is off to a great start! We have 78 students, 7 classrooms,
and 9 staff members this year. Our three new teachers are Kelly Rainey, Laurie
Minish and Eleaner Smith. They join Marsha Leffew, Andrea Hart, Brooke Swaim,

Samantha Whitfield, and Kim Eldridge.

Please join us in prayer for all our students, families, and staff.




Stewardship Corner
ONE GIFT TO GIVE

Sometimes you run across a devotion article, a hymn, a song, passage of scripture that has a message that just fits what
you are trying to say...

“2 Corinthians 9:7 (NSRV) says, ”Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God love’s a cheerful giver.”

The devotion I read was in The Upper Room daily devotional booklet. If you haven’t looked at one lately, I encourage
you to pick one up on the tables at the entrance to the sanctuary and chapel.

So, the devotion I read talked about being a good steward of all the gifts that God has given us so freely and offering
some of those gifts back to God in an act of love. Our gifts, the devotion said, “are not just our money but also our
possessions and time, our talents and abilities, our love and care, our energy and passions.”

Time, talents, possessions — whether we think we do, we all have different gifts to offer in love. There is one gift we all
have as Christians and that is the Light of the saving grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

There is a song by Greg Nelson and Phill McHugh called, “People Need the Lord”. The lyrics are:

“Every day they pass me by. I can see it in their eyes. Empty people filled with care, headed who knows where. On they
go through private pain. Living fear to fear. Laughter hides the silent cries, only Jesus hears.

“We are called to take His light to a world where wrong seems right. What could be too great a cost for sharing life with
one who’s lost? Through His love our hearts can feel all the grief the bear. They must hear the words of life, only we can
share.

“People need the Lord. People need the Lord. At the end of broken dreams, He’s the open door. People need the Lord.
People need the Lord. When will we realize, people need the Lord?”

Have nothing to offer? People need the Lord! Go give the Light of Jesus Christ to someone. That would be an incredible
offering!

Your Servant,

Tom Murphy

CHARGE CONFERENCE IS SET FOR October 7, 2018

Our 2018 annual Charge Conference will be held at Commerce UMC on Sunday, October 7 at 4:00 p.m.
We will join with other United Methodist Congregations from our connection group for a time of
celebration and worship led by Alice Rogers, Gainesville District Superintendent. At this conference
items of business will be presented by each congregation, including ours, but NOT READ ALOUD .
These items are:

2019 salaries for appointed staff (Rev. Kathy Lamon)
2019 Church Leadership

These items will be voted on and approved at the Finance Committee, SPR, and Church Council in a
joint meeting on Tuesday, September 11, at 7:00 pm in the Cherry Street Offices. Both these
meetings are open to anyone who wants to attend.

People are needed to serve in various church leadership positions. If you are interested in a
particular area, please see Pastor Kathy.
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| Commence Finst Unifed Methodist Chuch

Rev. Kathy Lamon, Senior Pastor |
I .
. I
! 16 Cherry St. I
| Commerce, GA 30529 .
* RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED |
I L
+ 706-335-4018 (Office) '
« 706 335-2031 (Fax) |
| www.commercefumc.org
S e m| > [m I
I Email us at: cmcoffice@windstream.net
» Like us on at facebook.com/commercefumc |
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! Second Sunday Report ;
I -
: The Results: !
. |
| August 12th-~ :

: 3 Bags of canned vegetable
i $550 in cash donations!

i Our Next Challenge:

! September 9th — ,
: Also, there is always a need for Breakfast Food and Instant Potatoes. .

. Please remember, if for some reason you cannot attend church on the second Sunday,
. you can always drop items off at the church office.
. Cash contributions are also accepted and appreciated.

| OFor | was hungry and y Matthguw25635 me some;t hi



